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Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 
April 9, 2023 

 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE – QUESTIONS TO PONDER 

~ What does Christ’s victory over death mean for your life? 

~ What in your life makes you want to shout, “Alleluia!” (Praise the Lord!)? 

~ How are you called to bring the good news that Christ is risen to others? 

                        

     HE IS RISEN! ALLELUIA! 
The joy of Jesus’s resurrection is not limited to one 

day.  Death no longer has the final say.  By His 

Rising from the dead, Jesus restores humanity to a 

right and proper relationship with God. 

 

Welcome!  
We’re glad you’re here! 

Thank you for joining us this  
Easter Sunday as we celebrate the 

Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

 
 

 

Fr. Jim, Deacon Frank, Erica Taylor and 
all of the Parish Staff wish everyone a 
very blessed and peaceful Easter!  May 
the hope, joy, excitement, and celebration 
of Easter always be evident through your 
actions and words so that we can share 
the joy and hope of our Catholic Faith 
with the world. May the peace of the 
Risen Christ be with you always.  
                    Happy Easter! 

A BIT ABOUT THE EASTER SEASON 
 

The Easter Season lasts for 50 days, from Easter Sunday 

to Pentecost Sunday. (If you’re checking the math, 

include Easter Sunday and Pentecost Sunday!) The first 8 

days are referred to as the Octave of Easter which lasts 

from Easter Sunday through Divine Mercy Sunday. 
 

As we journey through the Easter Season keep in mind 

the past 40 days of Lent when we prepared our hearts to 

celebrate Easter Sunday and the 50 days of Easter Joy! 
 

The 40 days of Lent are over again until next year.  But 

were there any good habits or practices you may want to 

continue in the Easter Season?  Say some prayers to 

help and guide you in determining if any practice during 

the Lenten Season seems like one that would really 

benefit your immortal soul if you were to continue this 

practice.  Now that’s something to think about! 
 

 

Are you Registered in Our Parish? 
 

We hope and pray that you join our family of faith each 

week for our celebration of the Eucharist and join in the 

many parish activities that enhance our love of the Lord 

and fellowship with one another. 
 

Whether you are new to the Smyrna-Clayton area or have 

been attending Mass at St. Polycarp for years, it is 

important that you register with the parish.  Being 

registered with a parish is necessary for your sacraments 

to be properly documented, and enables us to provide 

you with the sponsorship letters necessary to be a 

sponsor or a godparent. 

Not a registered parishioner? Please consider becoming 

a registered parishioner at St. Polycarp.  To register call 

the parish office (302) 653-8279 and speak with Kathy 

or complete the fillable registration form on our website 

www.saintpolycarp.org. Forms are also available at the 

doors of the Church. 
 

mailto:office@saintpolycarp.org
http://www.saintpolycarp.org/


LET US PRAY 

        Intentions for the Week 
Saturday, April 8                                          - Holy Saturday 

8 pm Easter Vigil Easter Novena 
Sunday, April 9                                   Easter Sunday of the  
8 am Easter Novena                       Resurrection of the Lord 

10 am Easter Novena                                                      
Monday, April 10            Monday within the Easter Octave 
NO MASS                                                                   
Tuesday, April 11          Tuesday within the Easter Octave                                                                         

8:30 am Easter Novena                                                      
Wednesday, April 12                        Wednesday within the 
8:30 am Easter Novena                                    Easter Octave  
Thursday, April 13       Thursday within the Easter Octave                                
NO MASS                                                                   
Friday, April 14                  Friday within the Easter Octave 
NO MASS                                                                   
Saturday, April 15         Saturday within the Easter Octave 

4 pm Easter Novena                             
Sunday, April 16                                2nd Sunday of Easter /  
10:30 am Easter Novena                     Divine Mercy Sunday 
 
Week of April 9  
Our Sanctuary Lamp in Church burns in memory of 

Constancia Alday at the request of Bill & Jessica Burke. 
Our Sanctuary Lamp in St. Ann’s Chapel burns in prayer 

for our youth who will be Confirmed this coming Saturday. 
 

Please Pray for Our Sick & Those in Need of Our Prayers 

To have someone’s name added to the Bulletin for prayers, 
please email submission@saintpolycarp.org or call the office 
and leave a message. Names will remain on the prayer list 
for two months (eight weeks) unless other arrangements 
have been requested. 
 

Adam Tekavec, Grace Wagner, Ron Pleasanton, Beth 
Lightcap, Thea Berg, Patricia Capobianco, Barbara Hynson, 
Charlotte Konesky, Eileen Fox, Maryann Allison, Ashley 
Mullins, Tina Kelley, Cathy Connell, Allen Ruff, Kevin 
Skaggs, Bobby Bullins, Jen McCade, Joe Donofrio, April 
Doyle, Beth Kelly, Andrea Laws, Kaysie Borgman, Angie & Al 
Grasso, Lana Reed, Rick Dean, Catherine Corso, Jeff 
Johnson, Erica White, James Dean, Violet Farkas, Greg 
Kujala, Teresa Tier, Holly Powell, Rob Tuxward, Billy Killen, 
George Kayati, Andrew Cella, Jr., Lily Griffiths, Rob Miller, 
Patty Moon, Deirdre Moor, Linda Blow, Mariann Pierson, 
Ruth Staub, Jaci Stokes, and residents of Pinnacle and 
DHCI. 

 

We Pray for our Deceased 

May the souls of all the faithful departed, 
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS & DEVOTIONS 
Prayer Chain – To request prayers or to be part of our 

Prayer Chain, contact Laverne at laverne427@icloud.com 

or (302) 653 – 8064. 

Rosary by Telephone: Tuesdays at 11 am. The dial in  

number is: 1-701-802-5254/PIN: 1747300#.   

Eucharistic Adoration –Tuesdays, Noon – 8 pm – Chapel 

Flame of Love Rosary: Thursdays at 6:30 pm – Chapel 

Call or text Roxanne at (302) 242 – 6484. 

Divine Mercy: Fridays at 3 pm – Chapel. 

Contact Janet Hovis at (302) 399 – 9066. 

WEEKEND UPDATES 

“Weekend Updates” are emailed weekly on Fridays and 

contain up-to-date parish information. 

The emails come from: St. Polycarp Church 

notifications@ondemandmail.com 

If you are not receiving these emails and would like to, 

contact Judy at the office (302)653-8279 or email 

communications@saintpolycarp.org. 

 

LITURGY      

           APOSTLES’ CREED 
 We will pray the Apostles’ Creed during the Easter 

season beginning with the 2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine 

Mercy Sunday). Praying the Apostles’ Creed, instead of 

the usual Nicene Creed, more closely reflects our 

baptism in Christ, as well as, catechizes the assembly 

regarding the holiness and full baptismal character of 

the Easter season. Our call is to the continuing 

conversion begun in baptism. It is a call that requires 

vigilance that our heart does not wander from the voice 

of our God. The Apostles’ Creed can be found in the 

Breaking Bread Hymnal on page 10. 

                              EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

                          Come, humbly kneel before Him.   
                          Give Him an hour of adoration on                 
                          Tuesday.  We need adorers for the  
                          following timeslots: 9:30 &  
                          10:00am & 12:00, 2:00, & 3:00 pm 
 

Call or email: Cheryl Thomas at 

salcrest7@gmail.com  or (302) 363 – 0404 

                           CHALICE MINISTRY 
The Vocation Chalice encourages individuals 

and/or families to pray regularly for vocations 

to priesthood and consecrated life. The hope is 

that through prayer, our parish may become a 

source of vocations to serve the diocese and 

the Church. Call or text Alice Gaston if you can 

take home the vocation chalice for a week of 

prayer, (302) 670 – 7924.     

Sunday, April 16th, 10:30 am – Pete Sanphy 

Please arrive 15 minutes before your mass time and pick up 
 (or drop off) materials in the sacristy 

 

 
         EASTER FLOWERS  

 

The Easter Flowers proclaim that 

spring is upon us and they 

symbolize hope and new life.   Add 

to the beauty of our church during 

this joyful season by using your 

Easter flower envelope to help us 

proclaim that Jesus has risen! 

Envelopes can be found at the 

doors of the Church. 

mailto:submission@saintpolycarp.org
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RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITATION OF ADULTS 

 

Saturday, April 8, 2023 

Welcome to our Family of Faith! 
 

Receiving the Sacraments of Eucharist & Confirmation 

Minerva Bellido 
Caydence Russo 
Monica Young 

Receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation 

Chesira George 

Elena Hilario 

                  THE EXTRAORDINARY GRACE OF 

           DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY, APRIL 16, 2023 

 

                             Regarding the graces of Divine Mercy    

                             Sunday, Jesus told St Faustina “The soul  

                             that will go to Confession and receive             

                             Holy Communion shall obtain complete  

                             forgiveness of sins and punishment.”  

                                                                (Diary, 699) 

 

We only have this incredible opportunity once a year on 

Divine Mercy Sunday (the Sunday after Easter) and the 

Divine Mercy Vigil Mass on Saturday.  All we have to do is 

make a valid confession (up to 20 days before), receive 

Holy Communion with the intention of receiving this 

promised grace and have trust in God’s Mercy.   
 

As you prepare to receive Holy Communion, offer up a 

prayer like this: 

     Lord Jesus Christ, You promised St. Faustina that the 

soul that has been to Confession (I have) and the soul 

that receives Holy Communion with trust in Divine Mercy 

(I am) will receive complete forgiveness of all sins and 

punishment.  Lord, please give me this grace.  Jesus, I 

trust in you.  
 

For further information and to learn more about Divine 

Mercy, visit the Marian Fathers of the Immaculate 

Conception of the B.V.M. website: 

www.thedivinemercy.org/divine-mercy-matters/. 

 

 

DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Visit https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-

reading 

or use the QR code.   

PASTORAL COUNCIL 

The Pastoral Council is currently 

searching for new candidates for 

our next council elections. Please 

contact Kathy Curlett at 

kathleencurlett19@gmail.com or 

(302) 222 – 9326, if you would like 

to check us out and perhaps volunteer to join us. 

 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

PRAYERS FOR OUR PSR CONFIRMATION CLASS 

Our PSR Confirmation Class will be 

receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation 

on Saturday, April 15th, at 1 pm at Holy 

Cross Church, Dover. Please keep our 

Confirmandi in your prayers 
 

As these students receive the Seven Gifts of the Holy 

Spirit on Saturday, please pray that they may always turn 

to the Holy Spirit for guidance and remain close to God’s 

love as they go along on their journey of faith. 

 

Easter Greetings from the CRE… 

Christ has risen! Alleluia! Alleluia! What a wonderful 

day to reflect and give thanks to God for all the 

blessings He has given us! Let’s celebrate Jesus’ 

Resurrection to New Life with a peaceful, cheerful, and 

joyous heart. Spreading joy and kindness goes a long 

way! 

 Our PSR students saw this firsthand when they 

overflowed our baskets with food donations during our 

Lenten Almsgiving Activity. The food was donated to 

the Smyrna/Clayton food pantry. It’s amazing to see 

that when we all work together and do our part, great 

things can happen!  

As you celebrate our Risen Lord, allow God’s grace to 

fill your own heart, so that you may spread Easter joy 

to those around you today and throughout the Easter 

Season.  

May God continue to bless you and your family with 

His love and grace. Happy Easter! 

Easter Blessings, 

Erica Taylor 

                  

http://www.thedivinemercy.org/divine-mercy-matters/
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                   Catholic Diocese of Wilmington 
        2023 Faith and Charity Catholic Appeal 

In the Resurrection of Jesus we find hope in the 

prospect of everlasting life in heaven. But to obtain 

eternal life, we must accept the Lord’s invitation to 

follow Him. Christ left us an example that we should 

follow in his footsteps. When we follow Jesus we are 

called to shine the light of Christ and we are invited 

to share that light. 

During the weekend of April 29 & 30, our parish will 

participate in the 2023 Faith and Charity Catholic 

Appeal – a campaign conducted each year 

throughout the Diocese of Wilmington. Funds 

generated through the Appeal help provide critical 

financial support to forty pastoral, charitable and 

educational programs and ministries.  

The theme of the 2023 Faith and Charity Catholic 

Appeal is “Shining the Light of Christ.” Light dispels 

darkness; it enables people to see what they are 

doing. God sent His Holy Spirit to live inside the 

faithful. We are all ambassadors of Christ on earth. 

We reflect God's very presence in the world. It is not 

enough for us to know about God. We are called to 

be God in the world.  

Together, “Shining the Light of Christ”, we will 

continue to transform lives.  

You can learn more about the Faith and Charity 

Catholic Appeal by reading about the campaign insert 

in this week’s Dialog or visiting the diocesan website 

at www.cdow.org; click “Giving” then “Faith and 

Charity Catholic Appeal.” 

Fight to End Parkinson's Disease - Join St. 

Polycarp parishioners in support of parishioner Alison 

Seewald by participating in the Parkinson's Community 

Walk in Smyrna on Saturday, April 15th at Big Oak Park, 

417 Big Oak Rd. Walk starts at 9 am (8am sign in).  All 

funds go to the Parkinson's Foundation. Register 

beforehand at 

www.justgiving.com/campaign/communitywalksmyrna2

023. Walkers donating $25 by April 1 will receive a T-

Shirt. All are invited to walk.  If you are unable to join us 

but would like to donate to the Parkinson's Foundation 

in support, please visit 

www.justgiving.com/campaign/communitywalksmyrna2

023,.  Contact Thelma Klase  tjklase@verizon.net with 

any questions. 

COLLECTIONS 

The Second Collection this weekend is the Easter 

Offering. Thank you for your support and generosity! 
 

Due to the early publisher deadlines for this bulletin, last 

week’s collection amounts are not available. This 

information will be published in a future bulletin. 

Please consider signing up for eGiving 

to ensure your contributions are 

received even when you are not here 

for Mass. Recurring, catch up, or one-

time gifts (please indicate your 

intention) can be made.  Visit faith. direct/DE831.   Text-

to-Give: Text “Enroll” to (302) 202 – 2251   or use this QR 

code.    

Thank you for your generosity & continued stewardship. 
 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
For the most up-to-date information 

Visit https://saintpolycarp.org/calendar/ 

Parish Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9 am – 3 pm 

Saturday, April 8 

12 pm Environment Committee (Hall) 

8 pm Easter Vigil MASS 

Sunday, April 9 

8 am MASS – Easter Sunday  

10 am MASS – Easter Sunday  

Monday, April 10               EASTER MONDAY - OFFICE CLOSED 

12 pm St. Vincent de Paul (Library) 

6:30 pm RCIA Sessions (Library) 

Tuesday, April 11                

8:30 am MASS 

9 am Adult Faith Formation - Connected in Christ (Library) 

11 am Finance Council Executive Committee 

11 am Columbiettes Rosary (Telephone) 

12 pm – 8 pm Eucharistic Adoration (Chapel) 

6:30 pm Liturgy Committee Meeting (Library) 

Wednesday, April 12                

8:30 am MASS 

9:30 am Professional Staff Meeting (Library) 

7 pm Pastoral Council Meeting (Library) 

Thursday, April 13 

6 pm Girl Scouts Meeting (Hall) 

6:30 pm Flame of Love Rosary (Chapel) 

6:30 pm Building & Maintenance Committee Meeting  

         (Library) 

Friday, April 14                              

3 pm Divine Mercy (Chapel) 

6 pm Confirmation Rehearsal at Holy Cross 

Saturday, April 15 

12 pm Environment Committee (Church) 

1 pm Confirmation at Holy Cross, Dover 

2:30 pm Confession 

4 pm Mass – SVDP speaks at Mass 

Following Mass – Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Following Mass – KOC Soft Pretzel Sale (Church Doors) 

 

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, April 10th.   

http://www.justgiving.com/campaign/communitywalksmyrna2023
http://www.justgiving.com/campaign/communitywalksmyrna2023
http://www.justgiving.com/campaign/communitywalksmyrna2023
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Smyrna, DE 19977 

Telephone:  653-6277
Telephone: 653-0503                     Breakfast Buff et

7am-12noon
Sun 7am-1pm

99 S.Cory Lane Smyrna
302-653-9980

Parishioner

FARIES FUNERAL DIRECTORS, INC.FARIES FUNERAL DIRECTORS, INC.
Six Generations Since 1831

Family Owned Crematorium • Pre-Planning Counseling • State of the Art Facility

29 S. Main St. •  Smyrna www.fariesfuneralhomes.comwww.fariesfuneralhomes.com

W. A. Faries, Jr.W. A. Faries, Jr.

302-653-8816302-653-8816

Robert M. TimblinRobert M. Timblin

FINDING GUIDANCE DURING A DIFFICULT TIME IS COMFORTING.

www.matthewsbryson.comwww.matthewsbryson.com

THAT’S WHY PEOPLE TURN TO US.
Burial & Cremation Services • Pre-Arrangements
Cemetery Markers • Out-of-Town Arrangements

Matthew R. Bryson - Funeral Director
Carol L. Bryson - Parishioner

653-2900 653-2900 123 W. COMMERCE ST. 123 W. COMMERCE ST. 
SMYRNA, DESMYRNA, DE

J. MARTIN
ORLANDO

MBA - Realtor - Parishioner
O: 302-734-4414
C: 302-222-6352
martinorlando@comcast.net
Offi  ces in Dover & Rehoboth Beach, DE

Serving the community since 1876.
Planning in advance of need makes good sense.

Cathedral Cemetery
2400 Lancaster Avenue

302-656-3323

All Saints Cemetery
6001 Kirkwood Highway

302-737-2524

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK You may be asking yourself,

   “who or what is 

FindingFABE
RTM?”

      Weekly Bulletin Sponsors:
                      In addition to your weekly bulletin advertisement, 
you also have FREE access to your very own FindingFABERTM

account! The FindingFABERTM app allows you to post realtime 
promotions/coupons, fl ash deals, information and listings at any 
time - 24/7, day or night! As a current sponsor, you should visit 

www.FindingFABER.com to get started! Your posts are available to 
the entire community, not only our parishioners!  We encourage 

you to take advantage of this exciting, FREE resource! As with any 
new app, the more it is used the more exciting it becomes! 

                                 Parishioners: 
If you visit your app store, and download the FindingFABERTM app, you 

can see and more importantly use, the deals and info posted by our 
bulletin sponsors! Just show your phone when you fi nd a sponsor while 

using the app! The more the app is used, the better it will get!

Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrals, relationships, affordable, repetitious, versatile, lasting. 

This describes the power of...

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business - THAT’S A WIN WIN!
Call  1.800.333.3166!

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and show them 

the                 app when 
you visit their establishments.

     

HOW YOU HOW YOU 
CAN HELP OUR CAN HELP OUR 

COMMUNITY, COMMUNITY, 
OUR SPONSORSOUR SPONSORS

Mallory’s Army 
Foundation

            United Together In The 
             Fight Against Bullying...

              Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 

B E  K I N D N E S S !
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing list! 
Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY 
to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.
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