
    St. Polycarp Church 
 55 Ransom Lane, Smyrna, Delaware 19977      

www.saintpolycarp.org 

 

Bap�sm:  Pre -Bap�smal class is required. Arrangements are 
to be made in advance by contac�ng the parish office. 

Marriage:  Arrangements must be made at least one year 
prior to the date.  Contact the parish office. 

Anoin�ng of the Sick: Contact the parish office. 

Voca�ons: For Priestly and Religious voca�ons contact Rev. 
Norman Carroll at (302) 573 – 3113. 
 

                                   RCIA (Rite of Chris�an Ini�a�on of Adults) 
RCIA is for adults who are in need of Bap�sm, who were bap-
�zed in another Chris�an tradi�on who desire to become 
Catholic, or who were bap�zed Catholic and desire First Eu-
charist and /or  Confirma�on.  Contact  Deacon Frank at 
(302) 653-8279 or  DeaconFrank@saintpolycarp.org 

                           
                           

    
 

WELCOME VISITORS & NEW PARISHIONERS!    
   Please contact the office or visit our website  

to register in our parish. 

Rev. James D. Hreha, Pastor 

Deacon Frank Weber  

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday 4:00 pm &  

Sunday 10:30 am        

 

WEEKDAY MASS 

Tuesday & Wednesday   8:30 am  
 

 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 2:30–3:30pm or by appointment   
 

DHCI / PINNACLE   

Communion Services 
 

 

LIVE STREAM MASS: Saturdays at 4pm, 

Tuesdays & Wednesdays at 8:30 am. 
www.youtube.com/c/StPolycarpSmyrnaDE 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE:   
Monday—Friday, 9 am to 3 pm 

(302) 653-8279 
 

Parish Secretary, Kathy Watts 

office@saintpolycarp.org 
 

Financial Manager, Laura Pajerowski 

financialmanager@saintpolycarp.org 
 

Facilities Manager, George Hutchinson 

facilitiesmanager@saintpolycarp.org 
 

Communications Director, Judy Lamborn        

communications@saintpolycarp.org 
 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE:   
(302) 653-4101 

 

Coordinator of Religious Education, Erica Taylor          

dre@saintpolycarp.org 

 

Assistant to CRE, Judy Lamborn        

assistdre@saintpolycarp.org 

 

 

Pastoral Council – Kathy Curlett 

Finance Council – John Fcasni 

St. Vincent de Paul Society — (302) 264-6630 

 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Thank you to the Blessed Virgin Mary Sodality for all of the  

delicious soups and baked goods at last weekend’s sale. 

Special thanks to all those who purchased items!  

http://www.youtube.com/c/StPolycarpSmyrnaDE
mailto:office@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:communications@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:dre@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:assistdre@saintpolycarp.org


5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 5, 2023   

 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE – QUESTIONS TO PONDER 

~ How do you care for those in need? 

~ When was the last time you shared your faith 

with others? 

~ Does the light of your faith shine dimly or 

brightly?  Why?                                             

                   (Pastoral Liturgy) 

 

DO YOU HAVE SOME TIME TO SPEND WITH OUR LORD 

DURING EUCHARISTIC ADORATON? 

We need a few more people to sign up 

for a scheduled Adoration time slot so 

we can expand our Adoration hours. 

Please consider this devotion.  Maybe 

even pray on it.  
 

Padre Pio spent many hours daily 

talking to God and listening to God 

talk to him through internal 

illuminations.  He said it really didn't 

matter if we talked to God all the time because it is only 

when we are quiet that God talks to us.  Now I ask you, 

where is it quiet enough for God to talk to you?  You can 

come to the adoration chapel and in the peacefulness 

there He will speak to your heart, and you will return 

eagerly because He has so much to share with you.  

There are hours available on Tuesday.  Contact Cheryl 

Thomas by calling (302) 659 –3388 or emailing 

salcrest7@gmail.com.   
 

Thank you for considering spending some  

dedicated quiet time with Jesus. 
 

THE 2023 LENTEN SEASON SCHEDULE 
a time of fasting, almsgiving, and prayer 

 
Ash Wednesday is February 22nd 

 

Palms to Ashes 

St. Polycarp - 7 pm on Tuesday, February 21st at 7 pm 
 

Ash Wednesday Masses – February 22nd 

St. Polycarp - 8:30 am and 7 pm  

St. Dennis – 5:30 pm (Hispanic) & 7 pm  
 

Stations of the Cross – Beginning February 24th 

St. Polycarp  - 7 pm on Fridays in Lent  

St. Dennis - 5 pm & 7 pm (Hispanic) on Fridays in Lent. 

LET US PRAY 

        Intentions for the Week 
Saturday, February 4                                     First Saturday / BVM 

4 pm Enrico Evangelista                                - Fatima Evangelista 

          Linda Burritt                  - George & Mary Grace Hutchinson 

          Ben Walters                                      - Greg & Monica Haven 

Sunday, February 5                          5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

10:30 am BVM Sodality 

                  Ben Walters                       - Br. Vincent Council K of C 

                  Frederick Paul Bulinski                     - Suzanne Torres                                                         

Monday, February 6                      Saint Paul Miki & Companions               

NO MASS                                                                                        

Tuesday, February 7                                                           

8:30 am Parishioners  

Wednesday, February 8                               Saint Jerome Emiliani  

                                                               & Saint Josephine Bakhita 

8:30 am Agnes Saber                                                  - Rita Brown 

                Carole D. Smith                        - Diane & Mike Dellinger 

Thursday, February 9               

NO MASS 

Friday, February 10                                             Saint Scholastica 

NO MASS  

Saturday, February 11                          Our Lady of Lourdes/BVM 

4 pm Vera Altevogt                - Mary Grace & George Hutchinson 

           Linda Burritt                                                 - Judy Lamborn 

           Bonifacio Lanot                                       - Rene Ana Besido 

Sunday, February 12                        6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

10:30 am George Reuter                      - Jeanne & Michael Presti 

                   Betty P. Galvin and David Swift    - Elizabeth Sansieri 
 

Week of February 5th 

Our Sanctuary Lamp in Church burns in loving memory of 

Frederick Paul Bulinski, at the request of Suzanne Torres.  

Our Sanctuary Lamp in St. Ann’s Chapel burns in prayer for 

the Environment Committee who beautify our church.  
 

Please Pray for Our Sick & Those in Need of Our Prayers 

To have someone’s name added to the Bulletin for prayers, 

please email submission@saintpolycarp.org or call the office 

and leave a message. Names will remain on the prayer list for 

two months (eight weeks) unless other arrangements have 

been requested. 
 

Thea Berg, Patricia Capobianco, Barbara Hynson, Charlotte 

Konesky, Eileen Fox, Maryann Allison, Ashley Mullins, Tina 

Kelley, Cathy Connell, Allen Ruff, Kevin Skaggs, Bobby Bullins, 

Jen McCade, Joe Donofrio, April Doyle, Adam Fisher, Beth Kelly, 

Andrea Laws, Kaysie Borgman, Angie & Al Grasso, Lana Reed, 

Rick Dean, Catherine Corso, Jeff Johnson, Erica White, James 

Dean, Violet Farkas, Greg Kujala, Teresa Tier, Holly Powell, Rob 

Tuxward, Billy Killen, George Kayati, Andrew Cella, Jr., Lily 

Griffiths, Rob Miller, Ed Stachow, Patty Moon, Deirdre Moor, 

Linda Blow, Mariann Pierson, Ruth Staub, Jaci Stokes, and 

residents of Pinnacle and DHCI. 
 

We Pray for our Deceased 
Cecile Roch 

May the souls of all the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 

Prayer Chain – To request prayers or to be part of our 

Prayer Chain, contact Laverne at laverne427@icloud.com or 

(302) 653 – 8064. 

Rosary by Telephone: Tuesdays at 11 am. The dial in  

number is: 1-701-802-5254/PIN: 1747300#.   

Eucharistic Adoration –Tuesdays, Noon – 8 pm – Chapel 

Flame of Love Rosary: Thursdays at 6:30 pm-  

Divine Mercy: Fridays at 3 pm – Chapel.  

mailto:salcrest7@gmail.com
mailto:submission@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:laverne427@icloud.com


LITURGY      

 
 

 
 

The Blessing of New Drivers (of ANY age) will take place 

next Sunday, February 12th at the 10:30 am Mass.  

The Blessing of Parish Ministries will take place on 

Saturday, February 18th, at the 4 pm Mass 

                 

             JANUARY LITURGY COMMITTEE NEWS  

                                      
The dedication of the two St. Joseph statues will take 

place on Sunday, March 19th, at the 10:30 am Mass 

(during and after). After the outside dedication, the 

Liturgy Committee will be hosting an agape in Mother 

Drexel Hall. 
 

The Palms to Ashes service will follow the Shrove 

Tuesday Pancake Supper on Tuesday, February 21st, at 7 

pm. 
 

The weekend of February 18th and 19th, the cantor will 

lead the assembly in the Collect Prayer to St. Polycarp 

after the announcements. Prayer cards will be found in 

the pews in honor of the Feast of St. Polycarp on 

Thursday, February 23rd. 
 

For Lent, the Mass setting will be the Heritage Mass and 

the Memorial Acclamation will be “We proclaim your 

death, O Lord”. 
 

Stay tuned for the Filipino Inculturation program on 

Sunday, May 21st, following the 10:30 am Mass. There 

will be food, dances, and a history of their culture. 
 

A Corpus Christi Procession will be held outside on 

Sunday, June 11th, after the 10:30 am Mass. 

 

 

 CHALICE MINISTRY 
The Vocation Chalice encourages individuals 

and/or families to pray regularly for vocations to 

priesthood and consecrated life. The hope is that 

through prayer, our parish may become a source 

of vocations to serve the diocese and the Church. 

Call or text Alice Gaston if you can take home the 

vocation chalice for a week of prayer, (302) 670 – 7924. 
 

                         DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
Use this QR code or visit 

https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading   

 

 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 

          Respect Life Ministry 

Due to lack of interest, the Respect Life 

Ministry has cancelled the Tuesday 

February 7th meeting and the guest 

speaker from New Day Pregnancy 

Center. The Respect Life Ministry 

meetings will no longer meet on the 

1st Tuesday of the month but will be 

joining the Social Concerns Meetings on the 3rd Tuesdays 

of the month. All are invited to attend. Questions? Email: 

eckard.margie@gmail.com. Thank you. 

    TODAY’S SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  

“Our Faith in Action: Today’s Society of 

St. Vincent de Paul” will release its final 

five episodes with a special weeklong 

event on EWTN Global Catholic Network. 

From February 6th – 10th (Monday – 

Friday), one new episode will air each 

day at 5:30 PM EASTERN / 4:30 PM CENTRAL. The 

series follows Vincentians as they volunteer in their 

communities, helping neighbors in need and sharing 

stories of Christ’s love. Each episode features 

Vincentians across the country: • Episode 16: The Next 

Generation of Hope (Rockville Centre, Louisville, Austin) 

• Episode 17: Heirlooms and Home Visits (Minneapolis, 

Atlanta) • Episode 18: Recycling and Revamping Homes 

(Austin, Fort Wayne, Lane County) • Episode 19: Helping 

Friends in Need Find Success (Louisville, Rockville 

Centre, Seattle) • Episode 20: Building Faith in People of 

All Ages (Wilmington, Minneapolis)  

To learn more about how to put your faith into action 

with the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, visit 

www.svdpusa.org.  
 

To view the show online on EWTN, visit 

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live 

 

To find what channel EWTN is on your television, visit  

https://www.ewtn.com/tv/channel-finder 

 

PARISH & FAMILY LIFE 

Come as we celebrate the first 

Agape of the new year this 

Sunday, February 5th, after the 

10:30 am Mass.  Enjoy 

fellowship and a light lunch, 

along with a variety of desserts 

and beverages. 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading
http://www.svdpusa.org/


SAVE THE DATE! 

SOFT PRETZEL SALE NEXT WEEKEND 
Pretzels are back! The Knights of 

Columbus will be selling pretzels after 

both Masses next weekend, Feb 11th and 

12th. Get pretzels for the Super Bowl! Like 

everything else, costs have increased.    

              Pretzels are now $2 each or 3 pretzels for $5.00. 

 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE 

 

March 12, 2023 

Line-up at St. Polycarp 

Parade begins at 2:00 pm 

 

The Parish & Family Life would love to have your 

participation by representing our Parish by either walking 

with our Banner or making a Parade Float.  Please 

contact Chairperson Deanna Lail at dlail14@comcast.net 

or (302) 535 – 2957. 

 

 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

    

          WORLD’S FINEST CHOCOLATE 

         LAST CHANCE TO ORDER! 
     All orders & money must be turned in by February 5. 
                            All proceeds benefit PSR! 

 

 

ORDER YOURS TODAY! 

You can order through Faith Direct at faith.direct/DE831 

(click on EVENTS), fill out an order form and place it in 

the collection basket or drop box, or simply use the  

QR Code below.  

You can find order forms at all Church doors. 

 
 

Buy as much as you would like and sell it for $1 each to 

family and friends! 

You will be notified when the chocolate arrives. 

Thank you for your support! Happy Selling! 

                          
     RECOMMENDATION FROM DEACON FRANK  

              Heart of Camden (New Jersey) : 

             The Story of Fr. Michael J. Doyle 
 

Get a glimpse into the inspiring story of Fr. Michael J. 

Doyle.  As a young priest, Father Michael J. Doyle came 

to the U.S. from rural Ireland in 1959, bringing with him 

a joyful disposition, a fervent Catholic faith, and an 

unwavering determination to help his congregation and 

community.  These traits were put to the test in Camden, 

New Jersey, where he found himself confronted with 

urban decay and despair.  Industries were closing and 

people were leaving.  Crime, drug use, the breakdown of 

families, the proliferation of hopelessness – this was 

Camden’s reality. 
 

Have you signed up for FORMED? Visit www.formed.org. 

Type in our Parish zip code (19977) and follow the steps 

to sign up. Or sign-up using this QR 

code. Take advantage of your free 

subscription to FORMED. Enjoy 

thousands of hours of quality Catholic 

content (movies, documentaries, 

audio talks, and audio books) for 

FREE!!!!   
    

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

The Finance Council met Tuesday, January 17th for its 

monthly meeting. Below is a summary of the discussion.  

 

We are starting to think about the 2023/2024 

budget.  To that end we will be preparing and have Faith 

Direct distributing our Offertory Reflection Letter.  This 

gives parishioners an opportunity to think about giving 

back to God and the Parish.  Be on the lookout for the 

letter during the first week of Lent and also for the 

reflection cards that will be in the pews.  
 

Once again we will be holding our Annual Golf 

Tournament and Dinner.  We are exploring alternative 

venues and should have a decision shortly.  Please hold 

the date which is tentatively set for Sunday, September 

10th.  
 

We will be increasing our efforts at solicitation for our 

Memorial Bricks.  If you have not done so, please take a 

walk to the Blessed Mother statue behind the parking lot 

by the rectory.  We have built a beautiful walkway filled 

with memories from our Parish Family.  
 

Roots from a tree have found their way into the drainage 

system from one of our bathrooms.  Aside from putting 

one of the bathrooms out of commission, it has created 

a rather unfortunate unanticipated expense.  
 

We are always looking to increase our membership.  If 

you would like to be a part of the Finance Council, please 

reach out to John Fcasni at (609) 529-1986 or 

john.fcasni@gmail.com 

 

mailto:dlail14@comcast.net
http://www.formed.org/
mailto:john.fcasni@gmail.com


                   SHROVE TUESDAY DINNER 

Shrove Tuesday is fast 

approaching. It is 

traditionally celebrated 

with a pancake dinner 

prior to the Palms to 

Ashes Service in 

preparation for Lent. The Knights of Columbus will be 

sponsoring a pancake and sausage dinner in Mother 

Drexel Hall, on Tuesday February 21 from 5:00 pm until 

6:30 pm prior to the service. All are welcome to join us. 

In next weekend’s Bulletin, look for details and an 

explanation about why people eat pancakes on Shrove 

Tuesday! 

                 WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
The parish office is in need of 

volunteers to help out at the 

front desk on Wednesday 

mornings from 9 am to noon. 

Other morning and afternoon 

time slots are also available.  If 

you are willing and able, we 

would greatly appreciate your 

assistance in this ministry.  

Please contact Kathy Watts at the church office (302) 

653 – 8279 or by email office@saintpolycarp.org for 

further information.   

COLLECTIONS 

This week’s Second Collection is for the Black and Indian 

Missions and Home Missions.  Support the Catholic 

Home Missions Appeal today!  Nearly 40% of dioceses in 

the United States and its territories are considered 

mission territories because they are unable to fund the 

essential activities in their communities. Your support 

funds religious eduction, seminary formation, lay 

ministry training, and other programs that build vibrant 

faith communities right here in the United States.  

Please be generous. More information can be found at 

www.usccb.org/home-missions 
Remember whatever you do for others, you are doing for Jesus.    

 
Collection Offertory Children’s Offertory Total Offertory 

January 29 $3,560 $11.25 $3,571.25 

 
Collections Poor Box 

January 22 $30 
 

 Please consider signing up for eGiving to ensure your 

contributions are received even when you are not here 

for Mass. Recurring, catch up, or one-time gifts (please 

indicate your intention) can be made.   

Visit faith. direct/DE831.  

 Text-to-Give: Text “Enroll” to (302) 202 – 

2251   or you can use this QR code. 

Thank you for your generosity and  

continued stewardship. 

                    50/50 MONTHLY DRAWING!       
                          JANUARY WINNER – $59.00  

           Congratulations to Janet Anderson!                             
      

       $1.00 per chance!       
   Proceeds benefit our PSR. 
Simply place $1 per chance in one of the 

envelopes found at the doors of the Church.  

Place the envelope in the collection basket 

or drop off at the office. Enter as many times as you like for 

the month! Each dollar gets you one chance! Winner pulled 

monthly on the last Monday of the month!       Winner gets 

half: PSR gets half!   

              Thank you for supporting our PSR! 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
For the most up-to-date information 

Visit https://saintpolycarp.org/calendar/ 

Parish Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9 am – 3 pm 

Saturday, February 4 

9:45 Altar Server Training (Hall/Church) 

12 pm Environment Committee 

2:30 Confession  

4 pm MASS    

Sunday, February 5 

9 am PSR Grades P/K-4, IN PERSON CLASS (Rooms 1-6, 8) 

9 am Sacramental Prep Parent Meeting, Grade 2 & ISP  

          (Room 3) 

10:30 am BVM Corporate Communion 

10:30 am MASS (Rite of Enrollment for First Eucharist) 

During Mass: Children’s Liturgy of the Word  

Following Mass – Agape (Hall/Kitchen) 

5:30 pm Confirmation Class (Hall) 

Monday, February 6 

11:30 am BVM Sodality (Hall/Kitchen) 

6 pm Girl Scout Association Meeting (Hall) 

6:30 pm RCIA Sessions (Library) 

Tuesday, February 7                 

8:30 am MASS 

9 am Adult Faith Formation - Connected in Christ (Library) 

11 am Columbiettes Rosary (Telephone) 

12 pm – 8 pm Eucharistic Adoration (Chapel) 

7 pm K of C 4th Degree Assembly Meeting & Dinner  

          (Hall/Kitchen) 

7 pm PSR Grades 5-8 (Rooms 3, 4, 6, 8, Library) 

Wednesday, February 8                 

8:30 am MASS 

9:30 am Professional Staff Meeting (Library) 

7 pm Pastoral Council Meeting (Library) 

Thursday, February 9                                                      

10 am Seasons of Hope (Library) 

6 pm Girl Scouts Meeting (Hall) 

6:30 pm Building & Maintenance Committee Meeting 

                (Room 7) 

6:30 pm Flame of Love Rosary (Chapel) 

Friday, February 10                                

3 pm Divine Mercy (Chapel)                        

Saturday, February 11 

9:45 am Altar Server Training (Hall/Church) 

12 pm Environment Committee (Church) 

2:30 pm Confession 

4 pm MASS  

Following Mass - K of C Soft Pretzel Sale (Church Doors) 
 

mailto:office@saintpolycarp.org
http://www.usccb.org/home-missions


301 St. Polycarp, Smyrna, DE (B)                                                                 John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

Smyrna, DE 19977 

Telephone:  653-6277
Telephone: 653-0503                     Breakfast Buff et

7am-12noon
Sun 7am-1pm

99 S.Cory Lane Smyrna
302-653-9980

Parishioner

FARIES FUNERAL DIRECTORS, INC.FARIES FUNERAL DIRECTORS, INC.
Six Generations Since 1831

Family Owned Crematorium • Pre-Planning Counseling • State of the Art Facility

29 S. Main St. •  Smyrna www.fariesfuneralhomes.comwww.fariesfuneralhomes.com

W. A. Faries, Jr.W. A. Faries, Jr.

302-653-8816302-653-8816

Robert M. TimblinRobert M. Timblin

FINDING GUIDANCE DURING A DIFFICULT TIME IS COMFORTING.

www.matthewsbryson.comwww.matthewsbryson.com

THAT’S WHY PEOPLE TURN TO US.
Burial & Cremation Services • Pre-Arrangements
Cemetery Markers • Out-of-Town Arrangements

Matthew R. Bryson - Funeral Director
Carol L. Bryson - Parishioner

653-2900 653-2900 123 W. COMMERCE ST. 123 W. COMMERCE ST. 
SMYRNA, DESMYRNA, DE

J. MARTIN
ORLANDO

MBA - Realtor - Parishioner
O: 302-734-4414
C: 302-222-6352
martinorlando@comcast.net
Offi  ces in Dover & Rehoboth Beach, DE

Serving the community since 1876.
Planning in advance of need makes good sense.

Cathedral Cemetery
2400 Lancaster Avenue

302-656-3323

All Saints Cemetery
6001 Kirkwood Highway

302-737-2524

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK You may be asking yourself,

   “who or what is 

FindingFABE
RTM?”

      Weekly Bulletin Sponsors:
                      In addition to your weekly bulletin advertisement, 
you also have FREE access to your very own FindingFABERTM

account! The FindingFABERTM app allows you to post realtime 
promotions/coupons, fl ash deals, information and listings at any 
time - 24/7, day or night! As a current sponsor, you should visit 

www.FindingFABER.com to get started! Your posts are available to 
the entire community, not only our parishioners!  We encourage 

you to take advantage of this exciting, FREE resource! As with any 
new app, the more it is used the more exciting it becomes! 

                                 Parishioners: 
If you visit your app store, and download the FindingFABERTM app, you 

can see and more importantly use, the deals and info posted by our 
bulletin sponsors! Just show your phone when you fi nd a sponsor while 

using the app! The more the app is used, the better it will get!

Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrals, relationships, affordable, repetitious, versatile, lasting. 

This describes the power of...

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business - THAT’S A WIN WIN!
Call  1.800.333.3166!

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and show them 

the                 app when 
you visit their establishments.

     

HOW YOU HOW YOU 
CAN HELP OUR CAN HELP OUR 

COMMUNITY, COMMUNITY, 
OUR SPONSORSOUR SPONSORS

Mallory’s Army 
Foundation

            United Together In The 
             Fight Against Bullying...

              Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 

B E  K I N D N E S S !
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing list! 
Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY 
to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.
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