
    St. Polycarp Church 
 55 Ransom Lane, Smyrna, Delaware 19977      

www.saintpolycarp.org 

 

Bap�sm:  Pre -Bap�smal class is required. Arrangements are 
to be made in advance by contac�ng the parish office. 

Marriage:  Arrangements must be made at least one year 
prior to the date.  Contact the parish office. 

Anoin�ng of the Sick: Contact the parish office. 

Voca�ons: For Priestly and Religious voca�ons contact Rev. 
Norman Carroll at (302) 573 – 3113. 
 
                                  

                                        RCIA (Rite of Chris�an Ini�a�on of Adults) 
RCIA is for adults who are in need of Bap�sm, who were bap-
�zed in another Chris�an tradi�on who desire to become 
Catholic, or who were bap�zed Catholic and desire First Eu-
charist and /or  Confirma�on.  Contact  Deacon Frank at 
(302) 653-8279 or  DeaconFrank@saintpolycarp.org 

                           
                           

Rev. James D. Hreha, Pastor 

Deacon Frank Weber  

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday 4:00 pm &  

Sunday 10:30 am        

 

WEEKDAY MASS 

Tuesday & Wednesday   8:30 am  
 

 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 2:30- 3:30pm or by appointment   
 

DHCI / PINNACLE   

Communion Services 
 

 

LIVE STREAM MASS: Saturdays at 4pm, 

Tuesdays & Wednesdays at 8:30 am. 
www.youtube.com/c/StPolycarpSmyrnaDE 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE:   
Monday—Friday, 9 am to 3 pm 

(302) 653-8279 
 

Parish Secretary, Kathy Watts 

office@saintpolycarp.org 
 

Financial Manager, Laura Pajerowski 

financialmanager@saintpolycarp.org 
 

Facilities Manager, George Hutchinson 

facilitiesmanager@saintpolycarp.org 
 

Communications Director, Judy Lamborn        

communications@saintpolycarp.org 
 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE:   
(302) 653-4101 

 

Coordinator of Religious Education, Erica Taylor          

dre@saintpolycarp.org 

 

Assistant to CRE, Judy Lamborn        

assistdre@saintpolycarp.org 

 

 

Pastoral Council – Kathy Curlett 

Finance Council – John Fcasni 

St. Vincent de Paul Society — (302) 264-6630 

 

Mary, The Holy Mother of God 

http://www.youtube.com/c/StPolycarpSmyrnaDE
mailto:office@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:communications@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:dre@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:assistdre@saintpolycarp.org


The Epiphany of the Lord 

January 8, 2023   

 
They were overjoyed at seeing the star, 

and on entering the house they saw 

the child with Mary his mother. They 

prostrated themselves and did him 

homage. Then they opened their 

treasures and offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. 

Matthew 2:10-11 

 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE – QUESTIONS TO PONDER 

~ How can your parish reach out in service with fellow 

Christians in your community? 

~ During Advent and Christmas Time, has your faith 

journey led you to see places where Christ’s light is 

shining? 

~ During these seasons, have you found ways to be 

Christ’s light to others? 

 

LET US PRAY 

 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, 

265th Pope of the Catholic Church. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord  

and let perpetual light shine upon him.  

May his soul and the souls of all faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

        Intentions for the Week 
Saturday, January 7       St. Raymond of Penafort/First Saturday                    

4 pm Novena  

Sunday, January 8                                   The Epiphany of the Lord 

10:30 am Jose Crisostomo                                       - Betty Pingol 

                   Alex Navickis                                   - Cynthia Goldman 

Monday, January 9                                   The Baptism of the Lord                                                   

NO MASS                        

Tuesday, January 10                                                                   

8:30 am  

Wednesday, January 11 

8:30 am  

Thursday, January 12                             St. Marguerite Bourgeoys 

NO MASS 

Friday, January 13                                                             St. Hilary 

NO MASS  

Saturday, January 14                                      Blessed Virgin Mary  

4 pm   Parishioners 

Sunday, January 15                           2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

10:30 am Matthew Orlando                                      - Sue Orlando 

                  Pam Bernard                                             - Sue Orlando 

                  Charlie Lovegrove                            - The Watts Family 
                   

Our Sanctuary Lamp in Church burns in prayer for an increase 

in vocations.  

Our Sanctuary Lamp in St. Ann’s Chapel burns in prayer for 

those who work in the medical profession. 
 

 

Please Pray for Our Sick & Those in Need of Our Prayers 

To have someone’s name added to the Bulletin for prayers, 

please email submission@saintpolycarp.org or call the office 

and leave a message. Names will remain on the prayer list for 

two months (eight weeks) unless other arrangements have 

been requested. 
 

Charlotte Konesky, Eileen Fox, Maryann Allison, Ashley Mullins, 

Tina Kelley, Cathy Connell, Allen Ruff, Kevin Skaggs, Bobby 

Bullins, Jen McCade, Joe Donofrio, April Doyle, Adam Fisher, 

Beth Kelly, Andrea Laws, Kaysie Borgman, Angie & Al Grasso, 

Lana Reed, Rick Dean, Catherine Corso, Jeff Johnson, Erica 

White, James Dean, Violet Farkas, Greg Kujala, Teresa Tier, 

Holly Powell, Rob Tuxward, Billy Killen, George Kayati, Andrew 

Cella, Jr., Lily Griffiths, Rob Miller, Ed Stachow, Patty Moon, Ben 

Walters, Deirdre Moor, Linda Blow, Mariann Pierson, Ruth 

Staub, Jaci Stokes, and residents of Pinnacle and DHCI. 

 

                                                                  We Pray for our Deceased 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI  

Rosemarie Adams 

Frederick P. Bulinski 

 
May the souls of all the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 

 

Prayer Chain – To request prayers or to be part of our 

Prayer Chain, contact Laverne at laverne427@icloud.com 

or (302) 653 – 8064. 

Rosary by Telephone: Tuesdays at 11 am. The dial in  

number is: 1-701-802-5254/PIN: 1747300#.  For 

information contact Jill at (302) 653 - 3836 or 

jll_mercer@yahoo.com. 

Eucharistic Adoration –Tuesdays, Noon – 8 pm – Chapel 

Flame of Love Rosary: Thursdays at 6:30 pm - Chapel 
Call or text Roxanne (harpist) at (302) 242 – 6484. 

Divine Mercy: Fridays at 3 pm – Chapel. For information 

contact Janet Hovis at (302) 399 – 9066. 

mailto:submission@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:laverne427@icloud.com
mailto:jll_mercer@yahoo.com


LITURGY      

 
Father Jim celebrated the 9 pm Mass for the Nativity of 

the Lord on Christmas Eve (Saturday, December 24th,) 

with an ensemble of musicians sharing their talents 

while visiting their families at Christmas. 
 

Thank you to Isaac Gaston, Lauren Gaston, Hannah 

Gaston, Courtney (Gaston) Schultz, Ryan Schultz, Patrick 

Watts, Nick Taylor, and Kathy Curlett for providing the 

beautiful music at the Mass. 

 

Thank you to all those who added to our celebration of 

The Nativity of the Lord at all three Masses. 

 

LITURGY COMMITTEE NEWS 

 

Here are a few points from our December meeting: 

~ Liturgical Planning Calendar – The Mass for Ordinary 

Time will be the Mass of Spirit and Grace 

~ Blessings Calendar – Feb. 12th – Blessing of New 

Drivers, Feb. 18th – Blessing of Parish Ministries 

~ Eucharistic Revival – Parishioner’s results seemed to 

point to 40 Hour Eucharistic Adoration and a Parish 

Mission 

~ We started going through the Synod Action and Annual 

Forum Steps 

~ For enculturation, we all need to look at those 

parishioners who have not returned to Mass and 

encourage them to return 

 

 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU… 

                             “Noteworthy News" 
                What is one of the oldest instruments in the         

                world, the heraldic symbol of Ireland, and the  

                logo of the Guinness company? If you guessed  

                the harp, you would be correct. Do you know 

how many parishes in the Diocese of Wilmington have a 

harpist? At least one – right here in Smyrna, Delaware! 

Our wonderful harpist, Roxanne Wharton, is a blessing 

for our parish and music ministry.  Roxanne always 

wanted to play the harp as a child but was only able to 

pursue her dream as an adult. She purchased her first 

harp in 2003 and then upgraded to her current 

instrument in 2013. Roxanne shared that “Everyone 

should learn to play an instrument. Nothing is impossible 

and it is never too late”.    
 

Roxanne has been a member of Saint Polycarp since 

1993. In addition to the Music Ministry, she serves on the 

Liturgy Committee and is the Cenacle Leader of The 

Flame of Love.  
 

Roxanne recently retired after 30 years as a radiation 

therapist at Bay Health Cancer Centers.  
 

We are grateful that Roxanne shares not only her 

musical talents with us but also her faithful devotion to 

Mary through the Flame of Love ministry. We wish you a 

happy retirement and hope to enjoy many more years of 

your beautiful and soothing harp music. 
 
 

Kathleen Curlett, Music Ministry Chairperson 

 

FLAME OF LOVE ~ SAVING SOULS 

One of the important things we do while praying the 

Flame of Love rosary, is the blessing to save souls from 

Purgatory.  We not only pray for them, but they in turn, 

will pray for us.  We need each other.   Please join us on 

Thursday nights in the chapel at 6:30 pm.  Call or text 

Roxanne (harpist) at (302) 242 – 6484 for information. 
 

The following is an excerpt 

from the diary of Elizabeth Kindelmann. 

                                     October 4, 1962 

Jesus – "My Heart will rejoice when you 

arrive; and the many souls you have 

helped to free yourself from purgatory 

through your sacrifices will greet you, all 

overflowing with joy. Like good friends, 

they can't wait to meet you. Get in with 

this boundless joy. And that nothing you have to do for 

my work of salvation seems tiring to you. Let our eyes 

blend into each other! In my eyes bathed in tears and 

blood, you will see my Heart's ardent desire for souls. 

Harvest with Me, my little one! I have grafted on your 

heart the desire of souls, and I will increase it constantly. 

But also take advantage of every opportunity!” 



CHALICE MINISTRY 

The vocation chalice is a visible sign to 

encourage prayers for vocations. Call or text 

Alice Gaston if you can take home the vocation 

chalice for a week of prayer, (302) 670 – 7924. 

 
Family/Person Weekend Mass time 

Hogrebe Jan. 15 10:30 

Stephanie Roch Jan. 29 10:30 

 

“The harvest is abundant, but the laborers are few; ask 

the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his 

harvest” (Matthew 9:37-38). 

 

The Blessing of Lectors will take place on Saturday, 

January 21st, at the 4 pm Mass. 

 

 DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
Use this QR code or visit 

https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading   

 
 

 

PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE 

            BROTHER VINCENT CHUCK WAGON         

         SATURDAY, JANUARY 14TH AT 5:30 PM 

Hurry and purchase your tickets  for 

the Winter Dinner - Show and More 

featuring the 

Legends of 

Country Music! 

Tickets are 

$40.00 each.  

Tickets may be purchased by check made payable to 

Brother Vincent Council or by credit card through Faith 

Direct at 

https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/org/831 or 

by using this QR code. Questions? Contact: Dennis 

Skinner papaskinz@yahoo.com or (302) 981 – 8743. 

 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 

BIRTHRIGHT BOTTLES FOR BABIES FUNDRAISER 

                  THANK YOU ! 

Birthright of Delaware is so grateful for 

your generous support of our Bottles for 

Babies Fundraiser 2022.   St Polycarp 

raised $1,204.00 so far.  We are expecting 

straggler bottles to trickle in and all coins 

have not been counted, at that point, we will continue to 

add to your total.   
  

Thank you for sharing in our work of serving mothers and 

their babies!  We really appreciate EVERY one of you! If 

you have any questions, please feel free to contact 

Tinisha Brown (Birthright of DE Executive Director) at 

(302) 656 – 7080. 

ST VINCENT De PAUL SOCIETY  

JANUARY 1, 2023 

 

 
 

Thank you to the people of St Polycarp who are so 

generous in their support of St Vincent de Paul Society 

throughout the year and in particular the Society's 

annual children's gift and turkey and food programs. Our 

neighbors that we help are most appreciative and the 

gifts will be especially valued this Christmas. In late fall, 

we contact all the people we have helped during the past 

year to see how they are doing. From these contacts we 

make up a list of people to help at Christmas. 

  

This year we visited 51 families with 77 children to bring 

them cheer and blessings from the people of St 

Polycarp. We also help our senior citizens and anyone in 

need of assistance. This is made possible by your 

generous donations. You donated over $500.00 in gift 

cards and 40 turkeys and hams.  The Brother Vincent 

Knights of Columbus at St Polycarp collected the turkeys 

and the hams and assisted in making this program a 

success. We can always depend on the Knights to help in 

many community programs.  

  

 St. Vincent de Paul continues to help our neighbors 

throughout the year. In addition, from October thru 

December, we helped 30 families and individuals. In 

December, we helped a senior citizen who was released 

from the hospital, but her oil furnace was empty and she 

was in need of immediate help. We contacted Southern 

States who had a driver on standby who was able to 

deliver oil that day. St Vincent de Paul worked with The 

Smyrna Ministerium and State Social Services to pay a 

large electric bill for a single mother who was going to 

have her electric and heat turned off two days before 

Christmas with extremely low temperatures forecast. 

She had a well-paying job but was terminated when 

other low cost replacements were found for her position. 

She is working two part-time jobs to pay her bills.  

 

Please keep our neighbors who are less fortunate in your 

prayers. 

 

  SMYRNA-CLAYTON FOOD PANTRY 
Bins for your food donations are in the 

hallway outside of the Mother Drexel Hall. 

Food items are collected all year long. 

Please no expired food. Thank you for 

generous ongoing support for caring and 

helping the hungry in our community. 

https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/org/831
mailto:papaskinz@yahoo.com


PASTORAL COUNCIL 

PARISH APPRECIATION NIGHT

 

Time again for our Parish to say "thank you" to its many 

volunteers. If you are active in a church organization or 

serve in any ministry, the parish would like to invite you 

to a parish appreciation evening in the Parish Hall on 

Saturday, February 18, 2023, following our 4 pm Mass. 

The appreciation committee has been working to plan a 

wonderful, enjoyable evening. RSVP REQUIRED. Seating 

is limited, so reserve your seats today using the QR code, 

link or by calling Kathy Curlett at (302) 222 – 9326.  

https://forms.gle/kvRVfNUABkEVu4nj9 

 

                               HAPPENING ELSEWHERE 

9 DAYS FOR LIFE LIVE NOVENA 
Join parishioners from across the Diocese of Wilmington 

in the Live Respect Life Novena, 9 Days for Life, 

(Thursday, January 19th through Friday, January 27th) at 8 

pm.  Get daily intentions, brief reflections, and 

more.  Join us at cdow.org/catholic-dioc.... 

If you are unable to join us live on the webinar, Sign up 

for emails or text messages at  

https://www.respectlife.org/9-days-for-life. 
 

                   ANNUAL WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS 

Bishop William E. Koenig invites all couples 

celebrating their 5th, 10th, 15th, 20th, 25th, 30th, 

35th, 40th, 45th, 50th wedding anniversary, or 

any anniversary beyond 50th, to the Annual 

Wedding Anniversary Mass being held on World Marriage 

Sunday, February 12th, at 1 pm at Saint Margaret of 

Scotland Church in Newark, Delaware.  Reservations are 

required.  Please make your reservations by Monday, 

January 30th.  You can register by calling the office at 

(302) 295 – 0657 or by clicking on 

https://cdow.coursestorm.com/category/family-life-events.   

 

COLLECTIONS 

Second Collection this week is for our Parish School of 

Religion (PSR). Thank you for your continued generosity 

in supporting the religious education of our youth. 

Second Collection next week is for Catholic University 

and Catholic Communications.  Please be as generous 

as your means allow.  Thank you! 
 

Collection Offertory Children’s Offertory Total Offertory 

January 1 $6,057.51 $21 $6,078.51 
 

 

 Please consider signing up for eGiving 

to ensure your contributions are 

received even when you are not here 

for Mass.  Visit faith. direct/DE831.  

 Text-to-Give: Text “Enroll” to (302) 202 – 

2251   or you can use this QR code. 

Thank you for your generosity and continued stewardship. 

                      50/50 RAFFLE! Proceeds benefit our PSR. 

             December Winner  - $30.00 

              Congratulations to Edward Bonsall!           

          Simply place $1 in an envelope and mark 50/50 on 

the front of the envelope along with your name and phone 

number.  Place the envelope in the collection baskets or 

drop off in the drop box. Winner gets half: PSR gets half! 

Thank you for supporting our PSR! 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 

For the most up-to-date information 

Visit https://saintpolycarp.org/calendar/ 

Parish Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9 am – 3 pm 

Saturday, January 7 

2:30 Confession  

4 pm MASS 

Sunday, January 8 

9 am PSR Grades P/K-4 (Rooms 1-6,8) 

10:30 am MASS   

5:30 pm Confirmation Class (Hall)       

Monday, January 9 

11 am St. Vincent de Paul (Room 7) 

6:30 pm RCIA Sessions (Library) 

7 pm Columbiette Board Meeting (Room 7) 

Tuesday, January 10                                

8:30 am MASS 

9 am Adult Faith Formation - Connected in Christ (Library) 

11 am Columbiettes Rosary (Telephone) 

11 am Finance Council Executive Committee 

12 pm – 8 pm Eucharistic Adoration (Chapel) 

6:30 pm Liturgy Committee Meeting (Library) 

7 pm PSR Grades 5-8 (Rooms 3, 4, 6, 8, Hall) 

Wednesday, January 11                  

8:30 am MASS 

9:30 am Professional Staff Meeting (Library) 

7 pm Pastoral Council Meeting  (Library) 

Thursday, January 12                                                       

10 am Seasons of Hope (Library) 

6 pm Girl Scouts Meeting (Hall) 

6:30 pm Flame of Love Rosary (Chapel) 

6:30 pm Building & Maintenance Committee Meeting (7) 

Friday, January 13                                

3 pm Divine Mercy (Chapel)                        

Saturday, January 14 

2:30 pm Confession 

4 pm MASS 

5:30 pm K of C – Chuck Wagon Night (Hall/Kitchen/Library) 
 

 

https://forms.gle/kvRVfNUABkEVu4nj9
https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwVjsGOBREURL-m7QiXbiwsZjP_4XE9Ml7rIJH5-zFJbc5JKlXoxKUB1GXOk0SnhQStSHHAAQSAEZpzxRlXBuQlziAivLjVh-KptvBzt4kstA_JzhurpcQk5QuRSx9QC2tNNBgvJdCS6vKczzjk1wHfO2stFmJbrPX3xuBnbrUEGksLOJC2RFepn3K_Z7s3pbI19Xek25Uxe8Gxex3Hg2HSWhJuJN2lznLH7PfJ4cs9n1Z_g-_P_9AfYKJL9w
https://cdow.coursestorm.com/category/family-life-events


301 St. Polycarp, Smyrna, DE (B)                                                                 John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

Smyrna, DE 19977 

Telephone:  653-6277
Telephone: 653-0503                     Breakfast Buff et

7am-12noon
Sun 7am-1pm

99 S.Cory Lane Smyrna
302-653-9980

Parishioner

FARIES FUNERAL DIRECTORS, INC.FARIES FUNERAL DIRECTORS, INC.
Six Generations Since 1831

Family Owned Crematorium • Pre-Planning Counseling • State of the Art Facility

29 S. Main St. •  Smyrna www.fariesfuneralhomes.comwww.fariesfuneralhomes.com

W. A. Faries, Jr.W. A. Faries, Jr.

302-653-8816302-653-8816

Robert M. TimblinRobert M. Timblin

FINDING GUIDANCE DURING A DIFFICULT TIME IS COMFORTING.

www.matthewsbryson.comwww.matthewsbryson.com

THAT’S WHY PEOPLE TURN TO US.
Burial & Cremation Services • Pre-Arrangements
Cemetery Markers • Out-of-Town Arrangements

Matthew R. Bryson - Funeral Director
Carol L. Bryson - Parishioner

653-2900 653-2900 123 W. COMMERCE ST. 123 W. COMMERCE ST. 
SMYRNA, DESMYRNA, DE

J. MARTIN
ORLANDO

MBA - Realtor - Parishioner
O: 302-734-4414
C: 302-222-6352
martinorlando@comcast.net
Offi  ces in Dover & Rehoboth Beach, DE

Serving the community since 1876.
Planning in advance of need makes good sense.

Cathedral Cemetery
2400 Lancaster Avenue

302-656-3323

All Saints Cemetery
6001 Kirkwood Highway

302-737-2524

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK You may be asking yourself,

   “who or what is 

FindingFABE
RTM?”

      Weekly Bulletin Sponsors:
                      In addition to your weekly bulletin advertisement, 
you also have FREE access to your very own FindingFABERTM

account! The FindingFABERTM app allows you to post realtime 
promotions/coupons, fl ash deals, information and listings at any 
time - 24/7, day or night! As a current sponsor, you should visit 

www.FindingFABER.com to get started! Your posts are available to 
the entire community, not only our parishioners!  We encourage 

you to take advantage of this exciting, FREE resource! As with any 
new app, the more it is used the more exciting it becomes! 

                                 Parishioners: 
If you visit your app store, and download the FindingFABERTM app, you 

can see and more importantly use, the deals and info posted by our 
bulletin sponsors! Just show your phone when you fi nd a sponsor while 

using the app! The more the app is used, the better it will get!

Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrals, relationships, affordable, repetitious, versatile, lasting. 

This describes the power of...

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business - THAT’S A WIN WIN!
Call  1.800.333.3166!

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and show them 

the                 app when 
you visit their establishments.

     

HOW YOU HOW YOU 
CAN HELP OUR CAN HELP OUR 

COMMUNITY, COMMUNITY, 
OUR SPONSORSOUR SPONSORS

Mallory’s Army 
Foundation

            United Together In The 
             Fight Against Bullying...

              Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 

B E  K I N D N E S S !
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing list! 
Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY 
to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.
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