
    St. Polycarp Church 
 55 Ransom Lane, Smyrna, Delaware 19977      

www.saintpolycarp.org 

 

 

Bap�sm:  Pre -Bap�smal class is required. Arrangements are 
to be made in advance by contac�ng the parish office. 

Marriage:  Arrangements must be made at least one year 
prior to the date.  Contact the parish office. 

Anoin�ng of the Sick: Contact the parish office. 

Voca�ons: For Priestly and Religious voca�ons contact Rev. 
Norman Carroll at (302) 573 – 3113. 
 
                                  

                                        RCIA (Rite of Chris�an Ini�a�on of Adults) 
RCIA is for adults who are in need of Bap�sm, who were bap-
�zed in another Chris�an tradi�on who desire to become 
Catholic, or who were bap�zed Catholic and desire First Eu-
charist and /or  Confirma�on.  Contact  Deacon Frank at 
(302) 653-8279 or  DeaconFrank@saintpolycarp.org 

                           
                           

Rev. James D. Hreha, Pastor 

Deacon Frank Weber  

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday 4:00 pm &  

Sunday 10:30 am        

 

WEEKDAY MASS 

Tuesday & Wednesday   8:30 am  
 

 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 2:30–3:30pm or by appointment   
 

DHCI / PINNACLE   

Communion Services 
 

 

LIVE STREAM MASS: Saturdays at 4pm, 

Tuesdays & Wednesdays at 8:30 am. 
www.youtube.com/c/StPolycarpSmyrnaDE 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE:   
Monday—Friday, 9 am to 3 pm 

(302) 653-8279 
 

Parish Secretary, Kathy Watts 

office@saintpolycarp.org 
 

Financial Manager, Laura Pajerowski 

financialmanager@saintpolycarp.org 
 

Facilities Manager, George Hutchinson 

facilitiesmanager@saintpolycarp.org 
 

Communications Director, Judy Lamborn        

communications@saintpolycarp.org 
 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE:   
(302) 653-4101 

 

Coordinator of Religious Education, Erica Taylor          

dre@saintpolycarp.org 

 

Assistant to CRE, Judy Lamborn        

assistdre@saintpolycarp.org 

 

 

Pastoral Council – Kathy Curlett 

Finance Council – John Fcasni 

St. Vincent de Paul Society — (302) 264-6630 

 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

http://www.youtube.com/c/StPolycarpSmyrnaDE
mailto:office@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:communications@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:dre@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:assistdre@saintpolycarp.org


3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 22, 2023   

 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE – QUESTIONS TO PONDER 

 

~ If the Lord is our salvation, why does 

anxiety sometimes absorb you? 

~ When there are disagreements in your 

parish, how can seeking to be united in the 

same mind and the same purpose make a 

difference? 

~ Why is it important that James and John 

left their work and their father 

“immediately”??                                             

                   (Pastoral Liturgy) 

 

 

JANUARY 22ND IS ALSO KNOWN AS . . . 
Today (January 22nd) is designated as “Word of God 

Sunday” and “Ecumenical Sunday” by the Church.  What 

does the “Word of God” mean to you?  Are you letting the 

“Word of God” be your guide and source of direction in 

2023?   
 

The Blessing of Lectors takes place this weekend (Word 

of God Sunday) at the Saturday, January 21st, at the 4 

pm Mass. 
 

PARISH APPRECIATION DINNER

 

This is your last chance to reserve your place at our 

Appreciation Dinner on Saturday, February 18th, 

following our 4 pm Mass.  

 

RSVP REQUIRED. Seating is limited, so place your 

reservations today. Deadline is today, January 22nd. 
 

Use this link 

https://forms.gle/kvRVfNUABkEVu4nj9 

 

Or scan this QR code 

 

 

No computer or smart phone? Call Kathy Curlett at 

302-222-9326 to reserve your spot! 

LET US PRAY 

        Intentions for the Week 
Saturday, January 21                                                        St. Agnes 

4 pm Rita Fcasni                                         - Deacon Frank Weber 

          Mario Chiusolo                                 - Joe & Marie McDowell 

          James Nicoletti                                          - Richard Nicoletti 

Sunday, January 22                          3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

10:30 am Maryann Ienco                           - Barbara Kaczorowski 

                  Hermogenes DeCastro                 - Fatima Evangelista 

Monday, January 23                   St. Vincent & St. Marianne Cope 

NO MASS                                           Day of Prayer for the Unborn                                             

Tuesday, January 24                                        St. Francis de Sales                                                            

8:30 am Amie Boyle                               - Bill & Martha Alexander 

Wednesday, January 25                       The Conversion of St. Paul 

8:30 am Parishioners 

Thursday, January 26                                      SS. Timothy & Titus 

NO MASS 

Friday, January 27                                                St. Angela Merici 

NO MASS  

Saturday, January 28                                      St. Thomas Aquinas 

4 pm Charles R. Smith                                          - Lois Ann Smith 

          Adam Pelton                 - Mary Grace & George Hutchinson 

          James Kinsella                              - Jack & Carol Molyneaux 

Sunday, January 29                          4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

10:30 am Vera Altevogt                                         - Judy Lamborn 

                  Living Intention- Father Tom Flowers   

                                                        - Delaware State Columbiettes 

Our Sanctuary Lamp in Church burns in prayer for an end to 

abortion. 

Our Sanctuary Lamp in St. Ann’s Chapel burns in prayer for our 

homebound parishioners. 
 

Please Pray for Our Sick & Those in Need of Our Prayers 

To have someone’s name added to the Bulletin for prayers, 

please email submission@saintpolycarp.org or call the office 

and leave a message. Names will remain on the prayer list for 

two months (eight weeks) unless other arrangements have 

been requested. 
 

Barbara Hynson, Charlotte Konesky, Eileen Fox, Maryann 

Allison, Ashley Mullins, Tina Kelley, Cathy Connell, Allen Ruff, 

Kevin Skaggs, Bobby Bullins, Jen McCade, Joe Donofrio, April 

Doyle, Adam Fisher, Beth Kelly, Andrea Laws, Kaysie Borgman, 

Angie & Al Grasso, Lana Reed, Rick Dean, Catherine Corso, Jeff 

Johnson, Erica White, James Dean, Violet Farkas, Greg Kujala, 

Teresa Tier, Holly Powell, Rob Tuxward, Billy Killen, George 

Kayati, Andrew Cella, Jr., Lily Griffiths, Rob Miller, Ed Stachow, 

Patty Moon, Deirdre Moor, Linda Blow, Mariann Pierson, Ruth 

Staub, Jaci Stokes, and residents of Pinnacle and DHCI. 

 

We Pray for our Deceased 

Terri Dunn 
May the souls of all the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 

 

Prayer Chain – To request prayers or to be part of our 

Prayer Chain, contact Laverne at laverne427@icloud.com 

or (302) 653 – 8064. 

Rosary by Telephone: Tuesdays at 11 am. The dial in  

number is: 1-701-802-5254/PIN: 1747300#.  

Eucharistic Adoration –Tuesdays, Noon – 8 pm – Chapel 

Flame of Love Rosary: Thursdays at 6:30 pm - Chapel 
Call or text Roxanne (harpist) at (302) 242 – 6484. 

Divine Mercy: Fridays at 3 pm – Chapel. For information 

contact Janet Hovis at (302) 399 – 9066. 

https://forms.gle/kvRVfNUABkEVu4nj9
mailto:submission@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:laverne427@icloud.com


LITURGY      

 

CHALICE MINISTRY 

The Vocation Chalice encourages individuals 

and/or families to pray regularly for vocations to 

priesthood and consecrated life. At the end of 

Mass, the Chalice is taken home with a promise 

to pray for vocations during that week. The 

family would place the chalice in a prominent place in 

their home and would gather each day asking God to 

help raise awareness for vocations in our parish. Prayers 

accompany the Chalice if needed. At the end of the 

week, the family would bring the chalice back to church 

so the next family could take it home. The hope is that 

through prayer, our parish may become a source of 

vocations to serve the diocese and the Church. Call or 

text Alice Gaston if you can take home the vocation 

chalice for a week of prayer, (302) 670 – 7924. 

 

Family/Person Weekend Mass time 

Stephanie Roch January 29 10:30 

Arrive 15 minutes before your mass time and pick up (or drop off) 
materials in the sacristy. 

 

“The harvest is abundant, but the laborers are few; ask the 

master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest”  

(Matthew 9:37-38).  
 

 

 DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
Use this QR code or visit 

https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading   

 

 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 

   PASTORAL COUNCIL UPDATES FOR JANUARY 

 

- We have formed our yearly Elections Committee and 

are in the process of looking for new candidates to join 

our Pastoral Council in June when some of our 

committee members’ terms will expire. If you are 

interested in joining our Pastoral Council or finding out 

more about it, please contact Kathy Curlett at 302-222-

9326 

- The new St. Joseph statues will be blessed and  

dedicated on March 19, the Feast of St. Joseph. 

 

- The Liturgy Committee is working on a Parish-wide 

Eucharistic Revival Celebration for Corpus Christi on June 

11 that will involve the entire Parish. 

 

The parish office is in need of volunteers to help out at 

the front desk on Wednesday mornings from 9 am to 

noon, and Friday afternoons from noon to 3 pm.  If you 

are willing and able we would greatly appreciate your 

assistance in this ministry.  Please contact Kathy Watts 

at the church office (302) 653 – 8279 or via email 

office@saintpolycarp.org for further information.   

 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 

 RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY 

The Respect Life Ministry will have a guest speaker from 

New Day Pregnancy Center at our Tuesday, February 7th, 

meeting. If you are interested in attending, please email: 

eckard.margie@gmail.com. We need a head count by 

Friday, January 27th.  Thank you.  

  

DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE 

LEGAL PROTECTION OF UNBORN CHILDREN 

January 23, 2023 

This Monday, January 23rd, is designated as the Day of 

Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children in the 

United States.   

 

In all the Dioceses of the United States of America, 

Monday, January 23rd, shall be observed as a particular 

day of prayer for the full restoration of the legal 

guarantee of the right to life and of penance for 

violations to the dignity of the human person committed 

through acts of abortion. As individuals, we are called to 

observe this day through the penitential practices of 

prayer, fasting, and/or almsgiving.  (cdow.org) 

 

Perhaps you can find a few minutes this week or on 

Monday itself to pray for the Unborn Children – possibly 

pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy or the Rosary on their 

behalf.   

Do you have time this Tuesday, January 24th, to visit the 

Chapel for Eucharistic Adoration and say a prayer for the 

Unborn Children?  Even if your visit is short, Jesus is 

waiting to hear from you and to talk with you.  Do you 

have the time to talk to and to converse with Jesus as 

you would talk to your closest friend(s)?  Jesus is waiting 

for you to visit Him . . .  Eucharistic Adoration takes place 

in the Chapel every Tuesday from 12 pm to 8 pm. 
 

              PRAY!  PRAY!  PRAY!  PRAY!  PRAY!  PRAY!  PRAY! 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading
mailto:office@saintpolycarp.org


            SMYRNA-CLAYTON FOOD PANTRY 
Bins for your food donations are in the 

hallway outside of the Mother Drexel Hall. 

Food items are collected all year long. 

Please no expired food. Thank you for 

generous ongoing support for caring and 

helping the hungry in our community. 

 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION COMMITTEE 
 

Do you wonder where the prayers and rituals at Mass 

come from?  Why do we say and do the same things at 

every Mass? Why do we go to Mass? The video, “Walk 

Through the Mass”, on FORMED will explain the four 

parts of the Mass and how each part helps us to become 

present to the Holy Sacrifice of Jesus Christ in the 

Eucharist. Learn how you can become a light to the world 

and share Christ in your life. The Mass is really a gift – 

Open it! 

 

If you haven’t already done so, sign up for FORMED.  

Visit www.formed.org. Type in our Parish zip code 

(19977) and follow the steps to sign up or sign-up using 

this QR code. Take advantage of your free subscription 

to FORMED. Have your friends and family sign up, too! 

Enjoy thousands of hours of quality Catholic content 

(movies, documentaries, audio talks, and audio books) 

for FREE!!!!   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calling All Chocolate Lover’s!!! 

PSR’S most popular Fundraiser is back! 
 

THE WORLD’S FINEST CHOCOLATE SALE 

BEGIN’S TODAY!!! 

Please see the insert for more information!! 

All proceeds benefit PSR!! 

 

 
 

PARISH & FAMILY LIFE 

ANNUAL SOUP AND BAKE SALE 

COME TO THE HALL AFTER MASS NEXT WEEKEND 

 

Our amazing BVM Sodality is holding their 

Annual Soup & Bake Sale in the Hall 

after the 4 pm Mass on Saturday, January 

28th, and after the 10:30 am Mass on 

Sunday, January 29th.  Stop by to pick up 

delicious soups and tasty baked goods 

to show your support for our cooks and 

bakers - the BVM Sodality!  

It is a WIN-WIN! 

Thank you for supporting the BVM Sodality! 

 POLAR BEAR PLUNGE for SPECIAL OLYMPICS    
Collection to support this event takes place outside the 

Church doors this weekend, January 21st and 22nd, after 

both Masses. 

                          HELP SUPPORT THE  

           BROTHER VINCENT KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

 

                               
 

 

This year’s Polar Bears will be in-person and 

virtual.  More than ever Special Olympics still needs our 

support.   So no matter how you Plunge, what’s most 

important is that you Plunge in support of 4,200 Special 

Olympics Delaware athletes.  The Plunge will occur on 

February 5th at 1 pm in Rehoboth Beach. The Knights 

team that participates under the ‘Polar Knights’ include 

family members throughout the state, as well as, 

members from our local Brother Vincent 

Council.                         

 

Our Knights of Columbus will once again be collecting 

donations to support this annual plunge. The Polar Bear 

Plunge/Special Olympics collection will take place next 

weekend of January 21st –22rd.  Your generous donations 

should be placed in an envelope marked Polar Bear 

Plunge or Special Olympics and then placed in the 

collection basket or handed to one of the Knights and 

their families on your way out the door.  Checks should 

be made out to Knights of Columbus-Brother Vincent 

Council.  Please make all donations by Sunday, January 

29th.  100% of all money collected goes to the Delaware 

Special Olympics. 

 

                Thank you for your generous support. 

http://www.formed.org/


                               HAPPENING ELSEWHERE 

NATIONAL CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
Celebrate Catholic Education! 

Next Sunday, January 29th, is the start of National 

Catholic Schools Week. 
 

TRIVIA TIME! 

How many Catholic Schools in Delaware can you name?  

Check your answers by vising the School Listing page of 

the Diocese of Wilmington website: 

https://www.cdow.org/catholic-diocese-of-wilmington-

offices-and-ministries/catholic-schools/schools-listing/. 
 

Vision for the Future - Tuition Assistance Fund 
If interested in applying for tuition assistance in our 

Catholic schools, the deadline to apply for the 2023-

2024 school year through FACTS is January 31, 

2023. FACTS must receive the application and required 

documentation by Tuesday, January 31st. The diocese 

cannot consider late or incomplete applications. 

For additional information, contact the Catholic Schools 

Office at (302) 573 – 3133. 

 

        ANNUAL WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS 

      Please make reservations by January 30th. 
Bishop William E. Koenig invites all couples 

celebrating their 5th, 10th, 15th, 20th, 25th, 30th, 

35th, 40th, 45th, 50th wedding anniversary, or 

any anniversary beyond 50th, to the Annual 

Wedding Anniversary Mass being held on World Marriage 

Sunday, February 12th, at 1 pm at Saint Margaret of 

Scotland Church in Newark, Delaware.  The Mass 

coincides with National Marriage Week, February 7 

through 12.  There is no cost to you, however, 

reservations are required.  You can register by calling the 

office at (302) 295 – 0657 or by clicking on 

https://cdow.coursestorm.com/category/family-life-events.   

 

COLLECTIONS 

Second Collection this week is for Parish 

Utilities.  Your generosity in supporting the 

utilities of our parish is greatly appreciated!           

                                           Thank You! 
 
 

Figures for this week’s collections will be reported in next 

week’s bulletin.  
 

 

 

 Please consider signing up for eGiving 

to ensure your contributions are 

received even when you are not here 

for Mass. Recurring, catch up, or one-

time gifts (please indicate your 

intention) can be made.  Visit faith. direct/DE831.  

 Text-to-Give: Text “Enroll” to (302) 202 – 2251   or you can 

use this QR code. 
 

Thank you for your generosity and  

continued stewardship. 

                        The 2022 TAX STATEMENTS will be sent  

                        out via email during the third week of  

                        January (this week).  If you do not receive  

                        one within a reasonable timeframe, then  

                        please contact Kathy at the office (302) 

653 -  8279.   Thank you for your patience and 

understanding! 

 

                      50/50 RAFFLE! Proceeds benefit our PSR. 

             Winner pulled monthly!          

          Simply place $1 in an envelope and mark 50/50 on 

the front of the envelope along with your name and phone 

number.  Place the envelope in the collection baskets or 

drop off in the drop box. Winner gets half: PSR gets half! 

Thank you for supporting our PSR! 

 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 

For the most up-to-date information 

Visit https://saintpolycarp.org/calendar/ 

Parish Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9 am – 3 pm 

Saturday, January 21 

12 pm Environment Committee 

2:30 Confession  

4 pm MASS- Blessing of Lectors 

5 pm K of C Polar Bear Plunge Collection (Church Doors)     

Sunday, January 22 

PSR CANDY SALE BEGINS 

9 am PSR Grades P/K-4, (Rooms 1-6, 8) 

10:30 am MASS   

11:30 am K of C Polar Bear Plunge Collection (Church Doors) 

11:30 am PSR Faculty Meeting (Hall) 

5:30 pm Confirmation Class (Hall)     

Monday, January 23 

6:30 pm RCIA Sessions (Room 7) 

Tuesday, January 24                                

8:30 am MASS 

9 am Adult Faith Formation - Connected in Christ (Library) 

11 am Columbiettes Rosary (Telephone) 

12 pm – 8 pm Eucharistic Adoration (Chapel) 

6:30 pm Social Concerns (Library) 

7 pm PSR Grades 5-8   (Rooms 3, 4, 6, 8, Hall) 

Wednesday, January 25                 

8:30 am MASS 

6:30 pm Squires (Library) 

Thursday, January 26                                                      

10 am Seasons of Hope (Library) 

6 pm Girl Scouts Meeting (Hall) 

6:30 pm Flame of Love Rosary (Chapel) 

Friday, January 27                                

3 pm Divine Mercy (Chapel)                        

Saturday, January 28 

12 pm Environment Committee (Church) 

2:30 pm Confession 

4 pm MASS- PSR Families, Grades 5 & 6 attend 

5 pm BVM Sodality Soup & Bake Sale (Hall/Kitchen) 

 

Did you know, that the Lenten Season is only one 

month away from today?  Ash Wednesday is 

February 22nd! 

https://www.cdow.org/catholic-diocese-of-wilmington-offices-and-ministries/catholic-schools/schools-listing/
https://www.cdow.org/catholic-diocese-of-wilmington-offices-and-ministries/catholic-schools/schools-listing/
https://cdow.coursestorm.com/category/family-life-events


301 St. Polycarp, Smyrna, DE (B)                                                                 John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

Smyrna, DE 19977 

Telephone:  653-6277
Telephone: 653-0503                     Breakfast Buff et

7am-12noon
Sun 7am-1pm

99 S.Cory Lane Smyrna
302-653-9980

Parishioner

FARIES FUNERAL DIRECTORS, INC.FARIES FUNERAL DIRECTORS, INC.
Six Generations Since 1831

Family Owned Crematorium • Pre-Planning Counseling • State of the Art Facility

29 S. Main St. •  Smyrna www.fariesfuneralhomes.comwww.fariesfuneralhomes.com

W. A. Faries, Jr.W. A. Faries, Jr.

302-653-8816302-653-8816

Robert M. TimblinRobert M. Timblin

FINDING GUIDANCE DURING A DIFFICULT TIME IS COMFORTING.

www.matthewsbryson.comwww.matthewsbryson.com

THAT’S WHY PEOPLE TURN TO US.
Burial & Cremation Services • Pre-Arrangements
Cemetery Markers • Out-of-Town Arrangements

Matthew R. Bryson - Funeral Director
Carol L. Bryson - Parishioner

653-2900 653-2900 123 W. COMMERCE ST. 123 W. COMMERCE ST. 
SMYRNA, DESMYRNA, DE

J. MARTIN
ORLANDO

MBA - Realtor - Parishioner
O: 302-734-4414
C: 302-222-6352
martinorlando@comcast.net
Offi  ces in Dover & Rehoboth Beach, DE

Serving the community since 1876.
Planning in advance of need makes good sense.

Cathedral Cemetery
2400 Lancaster Avenue

302-656-3323

All Saints Cemetery
6001 Kirkwood Highway

302-737-2524

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK You may be asking yourself,

   “who or what is 

FindingFABE
RTM?”

      Weekly Bulletin Sponsors:
                      In addition to your weekly bulletin advertisement, 
you also have FREE access to your very own FindingFABERTM

account! The FindingFABERTM app allows you to post realtime 
promotions/coupons, fl ash deals, information and listings at any 
time - 24/7, day or night! As a current sponsor, you should visit 

www.FindingFABER.com to get started! Your posts are available to 
the entire community, not only our parishioners!  We encourage 

you to take advantage of this exciting, FREE resource! As with any 
new app, the more it is used the more exciting it becomes! 

                                 Parishioners: 
If you visit your app store, and download the FindingFABERTM app, you 

can see and more importantly use, the deals and info posted by our 
bulletin sponsors! Just show your phone when you fi nd a sponsor while 

using the app! The more the app is used, the better it will get!

Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrals, relationships, affordable, repetitious, versatile, lasting. 

This describes the power of...

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business - THAT’S A WIN WIN!
Call  1.800.333.3166!

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and show them 

the                 app when 
you visit their establishments.

     

HOW YOU HOW YOU 
CAN HELP OUR CAN HELP OUR 

COMMUNITY, COMMUNITY, 
OUR SPONSORSOUR SPONSORS

Mallory’s Army 
Foundation

            United Together In The 
             Fight Against Bullying...

              Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 

B E  K I N D N E S S !
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing list! 
Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY 
to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.
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