St. Polycarp Church

55 Ransom Lane, Smyrna, Delaware 19977

Smyrna

ev. James D. Hreha, Pastor
Deacon Frank Weber

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 4:00 pm &
Sunday 10:30 am

WEEKDAY MASS
Tuesday & Wednesday 8:30 am

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 2:30-3:30pm or by appointment

DHCI / PINNACLE
Communion Services

LIVE STREAM MASS: Saturdays at 4pm,

Tuesdays & Wednesdays at 8:30 am.
www.youtube.com/c/StPolycarpSmyrnaDE

PARISH OFFICE:
Monday—Friday, 9 am to 3 pm
(302) 653-8279

Parish Secretary, Kathy Watts
office@saintpolycarp.org

Financial Manager, Laura Pajerowski
financialmanager@saintpolycarp.org

Facilities Manager, George Hutchinson
facilitiesmanager@saintpolycarp.org

Communications Director, Judy Lamborn
communications@saintpolycarp.org

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE:
(302) 653-4101

Coordinator of Religious Education, Erica Taylor
dre@saintpolycarp.org

Assistant to CRE, Judy Lamborn
assistdre@saintpolycarp.org

Pastoral Council - Kathy Curlett
Finance Council - John Fcasni
St. Vincent de Paul Society — (302) 264-6630

www.saintpolycarp.org

MATTHEW 1718

Baptism: Pre -Baptismal class is required. Arrangements are
to be made in advance by contacting the parish office.
Marriage: Arrangements must be made at least one year
prior to the date. Contact the parish office.

Anointing of the Sick: Contact the parish office.

Vocations: For Priestly and Religious vocations contact Rev.
Norman Carroll at (30
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2" Sunday of Lent
March 5, 2023

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE - QUESTIONS TO PONDER

~ Iy it easy ov difficult for yow to-trust where
God iy leading?

~ How iy grace essential to-living aholy life?

~ How do-yow listen to-the voice of Jesus in your

LET US PRAY

Life?

Stations of the Cross
& Benedictionw

St. Polycarp - 7 pm on Fridays in Lent (in Church)

Fridays in Lent - Abstinence
Fridays during Lent are obligatory days of abstinence. The
norms concerning abstinence from meat are binding upon
members of the Roman Catholic Church from age 14
onwards. ~USCCB

God never tires of forgiving us;

we are the ones who tire of seeRing His mercy.
~ Pope Francis

LENTEN RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE
mark your calendars now with these very important dates
Saturdays - 2:30 pm to 3:30 pm at St. Polycarp Church
Sundays - 7 am to 7:30 am at St. Dennis Church
(Galena, MD)
Deanery Lenten Penance Service - Thursday, March 30th,
7 pm at Holy Cross Church (Dover, DE)
(several priests will be available to hear confessions)
Reconciliation Monday - Monday, April 31,
3 pmto5pmand 6 pmto 8 pm
at St. Polycarp Church and St. Dennis Church

VESTMENTS MAINTENANCE COORDINATOR
Are you looking for a way to help the Parish?
Do you have a few hours to spare on a limited basis?
Well, we have just the opportunity for
i L4 you! The vestments worn by Father Jim
' ' and Deacon Frank are routinely dry
~ ~ cleaned and we need a volunteer to
@ ¢ help facilitate this vital duty. If

K - interested, please call Kathy Curlett at
o (302) 222 - 9326 for more information.

o DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS
Q#HEI Use this QR code or visit
Elﬁ https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading

Intentions for the Week
Saturday, March 4 St. Casimir/First Saturday

4 pm Joseph & Anna Davino - Lois Ann Smith
Ben Walters - Maureen Robinson
Sunday, March 5 2nd Sunday of Lent

10:30 am BVM Sodality
Guillermo Alday Jr.
Alex Manuel

Monday, March 6

NO MASS

Tuesday, March 7

8:30 am Parishioners

Wednesday, March 8

8:30 am Ben Walters

Thursday, March 9

NO MASS

Friday, March 10

NO MASS

Saturday, March 11

- Bill & Jessica Burke
- Epi & Marie Aboyme
SS. Perpetua & Felicity
St. John of God

- Janet Alexander
St. Frances of Rome

St. Casimir/First Saturday

4 pm Kevin Corrigan - Kathy Reuter
Lourdes Lanot - Rene & Ana Besido
Healing Intention- Jill Mercer - BVM Sodality

Sunday, March 12 3rd Sunday of Lent

10:30 am Ben Walters - Vicky Bleyer
Frank Bleyer - Vicky Bleyer
Frances Miller - Chuck Miller

Week of March 5th

Our Sanctuary Lamp in Church burns in prayer for an increase
in vocations.

Our Sanctuary Lamp in St. Ann’s Chapel burns in prayer for an
end to the war in Ukraine.

Please Pray for Our Sick & Those in Need of Our Prayers
To have someone’s name added to the Bulletin for prayers,
please email submission@saintpolycarp.org or call the office
and leave a message. Names will remain on the prayer list for
two months (eight weeks) unless other arrangements have
been requested.

Grace Wagner, Ron Pleasanton, Beth Lightcap, Thea Berg,
Patricia Capobianco, Barbara Hynson, Charlotte Konesky,
Eileen Fox, Maryann Allison, Ashley Mullins, Tina Kelley, Cathy
Connell, Allen Ruff, Kevin Skaggs, Bobby Bullins, Jen McCade,
Joe Donofrio, April Doyle, Beth Kelly, Andrea Laws, Kaysie
Borgman, Angie & Al Grasso, Lana Reed, Rick Dean, Catherine
Corso, Jeff Johnson, Erica White, James Dean, Violet Farkas,
Greg Kujala, Teresa Tier, Holly Powell, Rob Tuxward, Billy Killen,
George Kayati, Andrew Cella, Jr., Lily Griffiths, Rob Miller, Ed
Stachow, Patty Moon, Deirdre Moor, Linda Blow, Mariann
Pierson, Ruth Staub, Jaci Stokes, and residents of Pinnacle and
DHCI.

We Pray for our Deceased
Catherine Jacobs Stewart
May the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen

Prayer Chain - To request prayers or to be part of our Prayer
Chain, contact Laverne at laverne427@icloud.com or (302) 653
- 8064.

Rosary by Telephone: Tuesdays at 11 am. The dial in

number is: 1-701-802-5254/PIN: 1747300%#.

Eucharistic Adoration -Tuesdays, Noon - 8 pm - Chapel

Flame of Love Rosary: Thursdays at 6:30 pm - Chapel

Divine Mercy: Fridays at 3 pm - Chapel.
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NEW RESOURCE AVAILABLE -
From Baptism to Discipleship
Baptism brings us into the life of our
2 B parish community. A nhew book
"\‘\k‘)] ‘\,] ED “Anointed to Lead” invites us to reflect
Ledd on our baptismal living and the ways
in which we are called to lead as
disciples of Christ. The book presents
an examination of the communal
nature of our baptism and how we can
help others discern their baptismal
call. Each chapter provides questions for reflection and
discussion. Also, several short prayer services are
included. If you are interested in checking out this book,
there is a copy in the Parish Library, as well as one on
the CFC Library Cart. (The Library Cart is located near the
Chapel door.) Check it out, you just might be surprised by
what you learn!

&\ @

CHALICE MINISTRY

=g~ The Vocation Chalice encourages individuals
'l"" and/or families to pray regularly for vocations to
#»  priesthood and consecrated life. The hope is that
. through prayer, our parish may become a source
of vocations to serve the diocese and the Church.

Call or text Alice Gaston if you can take home the

vocation chalice for a week of prayer, (302) 670 - 7924.

March 12t 10:30 am - Neda Biggs
March 26th, 10:30 am - Laura Pajerowski

Please arrive 15 minutes before your mass time and pick up
(or drop off) materials in the sacristy

ﬂ MARCH AGAPE RESCHEDULED
agap: NEW STATUES OF ST. JOSEPH

\ The March Agape scheduled for Sunday,
March 5%, has been rescheduled. This Agape, hosted by
the Liturgy Committee, has been rescheduled for
Sunday, March 19t to coincide with the Blessing of the
two St. Joseph Statues. The inside statue of St. Joseph
will replace the statue on the St. Joseph's side in the
Sanctuary. The outside statue of St. Joseph will be placed
next to the Parish Hall on the South Street side of the
building.

Please join us after Mass and the outside blessing of St.
Joseph for food, fun, and casual conversation with your
fellow parishioners at this month’s Agape!.

BLESSINGS

The Blessing of Altar Servers and Sacristans will take

place next Saturday, March 11t at the 4 pm Mass.

PARISH & FAMILY LIFE

PARISH BABY SHOWER
This Sunday, March 5™ from 12:00pm to 2:00pm
in St. Polycarp Mother Drexel Hall
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Sponsored by Brother Vincent Columbiettes
Supporting the Wilmington Pregnancy Center
and the families they serve.

Please bring your gift unwrapped.
NO RSVP NEEDED. Please come support this special

event! Questions? Contact Linda Montuori at (302) 270
- 5347 or lindamontuori@yahoo.com

From the Desk of the Grand Knight:

Many thanks to all who helped with the Shrove Pancake
Dinner. Without the participation of our Brother Knights
and the help of our volunteers, events like the Shrove
Pancake Dinner cannot happen. There was a great
turnout, with delicious pancakes, sausages, and edible
temptations (desserts).

The Knights of Columbus will again be sponsoring a St.
Patrick’s dinner on Saturday March 18t after the 4:00
pm Mass. More information will follow with flyers on the
bulletin boards and in Sunday bulletins. We again look
forward to seeing you at the St Pat’s event.

Our Brother Knights, at St Joseph Parish in Middletown,
are sponsoring Friday fish fries during the Lenten
Season. Your support would be greatly appreciated.

God Bless All.

John (Jack) Barnas

SOCIAL CONCERNS

Please remember to pick up a Rice
UxsRICE

Bowl as you leave Mass today.
B ﬁV\l L Please fill the CRS Rice Bowl box
with your loose change. If you wish
to donate by Check - please make the check out to St.
Polycarp and write - CRS Rice Bowl on the memo
line. Through the CRS Rice Bowl program, families learn
about how our sisters and brothers across the globe
overcome hardships like hunger and malnutrition, and
how through Lenten alms, we have the power to make
the world a better place for all. Return your Rice Bowl to
the Church at the end of Lent. Thank you for considering
the needs of your neighbors!
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It was the generosity of our parishioners who made it
possible for our Parish to once again exceed the goal in
the 2022 Faith & Charity Catholic Appeal.

Because of your generosity, not only have we helped
support the work of diocesan programs and ministries
that provide services that no one parish can offer on its
own, our Parish has received a check back from the
Diocese in the amount of $2,224.69. This amount
represents half of the money we made over our appeal
goal of $60,000. Our total amount given by our Parish to
the 2022 Appeal was $64,449.37! These funds will be
used where needed throughout our Parish Campus.

You are true examples of living a life of stewardship!
Thank you for your continued generosity!

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

Greetings from the CRE,

As we journey through the Lenten Season, we are all
invited to renew our baptismal call. We are called to live
as Christ’s disciples. What better way to do this than
through catechizing and preparing our youth for the
Sacrament of Confirmation.

As | mentioned last week, Christine Schumacher will be
stepping down as our Confirmation Catechist once our
Confirmandi are Confirmed at Holy Cross on April 15.
Chris answered God’s call 19 years ago. She dedicated
her time as a catechist and was a big asset to our PSR
program.

Our search for a new Confirmation Catechist is
underway! Perhaps God is calling you? Can you dedicate
your time & talent & love for the Sacrament of
Confirmation as our new Catechist? Confirmation is so
important for our 9th graders. It completes their
Sacraments of Initiation into the Catholic Church.
Through Confirmation, they receive the gifts of the Holy
Spirit. These gifts help us journey through life and
strengthen our faith with God and each other.

While some preparation begins during the summer
months, in-person classes begin in the Fall and are held
approx. every other Sunday evening from 5:30-7pm.

Maybe you feel God calling you, but you question your
abilities. Believe me when | say, we all question
ourselves. The Holy Spirit will guide you along the way.
You don’t have to know everything! Faith is a journey!

Chris will truly be missed! We wish her all the best! When

speaking with her, this is what she said, “I have been
privileged to have been the Confirmation Catechist since
2012. At first, | was unsure if | knew enough about my
Faith, or if | was the right person to facilitate the
Sacrament. | leaned into those gifts the Holy Spirit has
given me, and have had a wonderful, rewarding
experience. | didn't have to know everything, and have
learned so much right alongside of my students. It truly
has been one of the best experiences | have ever had”.

Lenten Blessings,
%;’/ﬁ[(/ %://: or

Contact Erica Taylor at dre@saintpolycarp.org or (302) 653
- 4101 if you are interested.

GIRL SCOUTS
COOKIES ON SALE THIS WEEKEND AFTER MASSES
Our Girl Scouts meet Thursday
evenings here at St. Polycarp. In
addition to their badge work, they
have had a tour of the police station,
built robots, and are learning about
advocacy, especially in regards to
being stewards of our planet. They have collected food
for our local food pantry, and delivered Valentines to
residents at the Delaware Home for the Chronically Ill.
Girl Scout Sunday is coming up on March 12 where girls
will attend mass in their uniforms. They are currently
busy with Girl Scout cookie sales. You can find them at
many of our local businesses on weekends, and we will
have cookies available for purchase after Mass on March
4th and 5th. Cookies are also available online:
https://digitalcookie.girlscouts.org/scout/troop547-
200?fpkp=1 If you have any questions about Girl Scouts,
please contact Tracie Bruno (302)242-4150. As always,
thank you for your prayers and support of our Girl Scouts.

CHRISTIAN FORMATION COMMITTEE
MEETING NOTES - FEBRUARY 2023

<& Sacramental Prep has begun for students making
First Eucharist. The next parent meeting is on March 5.
The First Eucharist Mass dates are April 22 & 23 and
May 6. There will be 5 students at each Mass. First
Eucharist takes place at the regularly scheduled Parish
Mass times.

<@ Catechetical Day with Bishop Koenig is scheduled for
March 18. All those involved in faith formation are
invited to attend. As soon as the time and location are
determined, those in faith formation roles will be
notified.

<@ Girl Scout Sunday is on March 12. All the girls,
regardless of their faith, are invited to attend mass on
March 12 to receive a blessing.
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Pilgrimage 2023
Bishop Koenig invites youth, young adults, and families
from all parishes and schools to join him as we come
together for the twelfth Pilgrimage on Saturday, April 1,
2023. Pilgrims from across the diocese will carry the
diocesan pilgrimage cross through the streets of
Wilmington with the Bishop as a representation of Jesus’
entry to Jerusalem and His journey on Good Friday to
Calvary. The day begins at St. Elizabeth parish with
opening prayer and a concert featuring The Scally
Brothers at 10:00 am. The day concludes with the 4pm
Mass at St. Elizabeth. Don’t miss this great opportunity
to wrap up your Lenten journey with hundreds of your
peers. Cost for the day is $15 per person or $45 max per
family (bring your own lunch). For more information, visit
www.cdowcym.org. Registration deadline is March 26,

SPRING IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER!
Time to think about ordering your MEMORIAL BRICK!

After the cold dark
days of winter, the
spring season
brings new life;
everything comes
alive. Adding your
MEMORIAL BRICK
to the walkway of
our Blessed
Mother is a unique way to keep your memories alive. It
is a way to remind us of all those special loved ones or
occasions forever. If you would like to become a part of
the walkway to our Blessed Mother, with your name or
the name of a loved one, now is a good time to do so!
There are several ways to order your bricks. You can
order through Faith Direct at: Faith Direct MEMORIAL
BRICK (you do not need to sign up for Faith Direct), use
this QR code or return your form* with payment of $80
to St. Polycarp Church. Envelopes
marked with “Memorial Brick” may
be placed in the Offertory collection,
mailed or delivered to the Parish
Office (place in black box).

*FORMS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR PARISH

WEBSITE OR AT THE ENTRANCES INTO THE CHURCH.

COLLECTIONS

The Second Collection this weekend (March 4th and 5th)
is for Catholic Relief Services and Church in Latin
America. This collection helps provide relief and support
for struggling communities and to work for peace and
reconciliation among our marginalized brothers and
sisters around the world. Please prayerfully consider how
you can support this collection.

THANK YOU!

Collection Offertory Children’s Offertory | Total Offertory
February19 | $3502 $2.25 $3504.25
February 26 $3455 $10.20 $3465.20
Collection Poor Box Ash Wednesday

February 19 $302 $1270

Please consider signing up for eGiving to ensure your
contributions are received even when
you are not here for Mass. Recurring,
catch up, or one-time gifts (please
indicate your intention) can be made.
Visit faith. direct/DE831. Text-to-Give:
Text “Enroll” to (302) 202 - 2251 or you can use this QR
code.

Thank you for your generosity & continued stewardship.

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH
For the most up-to-date information
Visit https://saintpolycarp.org/calendar/
Parish Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9 am - 3 pm

Saturday, March 4

12 pm Environment Committee (Church)
2:30 Confession

4 pm MASS

5 pm Girl Scout Cookie Sale (Church Doors)

Sunday, March 5

9 am PSR- Grades PK-4, (Rooms 1-6, 8)

9 am Sacramental Prep Parent Meeting (Room 3)
10:30 am MASS

10:30 am BVM Corporate Communion

10:30 am Children’s Liturgy of the Word

11:30 Girl Scout Cookie Sale (Church Doors)

12 pm Columbiettes (Hall)

Monday, March 6
11:30 am BVM Sodality (Hall/Kitchen)
6:30 pm RCIA Sessions (Library)

Tuesday, March 7

8:30 am MASS

9 am Adult Faith Formation- Connected in Christ (Library)
11 am Columbiettes Rosary (Telephone)

12 pm - 8 pm Eucharistic Adoration (Chapel)

7 pm PSR Grades 5-8 (Rooms 3,4,6,8, Hall)

7:30 pm K of C 4t Degree (Hall)

Wednesday, February March 8

8:30 am MASS

9:30 am Professional Staff Meeting (Library)
7 pm Pastoral Council Meeting (Library)

Thursday, March 9

10 am Seasons of Hope (Library)

6 pm Girl Scouts Meeting (Hall)

6:30 pm Flame of Love Rosary (Chapel)

6:30 pm Building & Maintenance Committee Meeting
(Library)

Friday, March 10
3 pm Divine Mercy (Chapel)
7 pm Stations of the Cross/Benediction (Church)

Saturday, March 11

12 pm Environment Committee (Church)

2:30 pm Confession

4 pm MASS (Blessing of Altar Servers & Sacristans)
Following Mass - PSR Chocolate Sale at doors of the Church.

www.saintpolycarp.org
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W. A. Faries, Jr. FARIES FUNERAL DIRECTORS’ INC. Robert M. Timblin

Six Generations Since 1831
Family Owned Crematorium « Pre-Planning Counseling - State of the Art Facility

29 S. Main St. - Smyrna www.fariesfuneralhomes.com 302-653-8816

Serving the community since 1876. Smyrna, DE 19977
letcher

Planning in advance of need makes good sense.
42 Plumbing

Cathedral Cemetery All Saints Cemetery
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Burial & Cremation Services * Pre-Arrangements
Cemetery Markers ¢ Out-of-Town Arrangements
Matthew R. Bryson - Funeral Director
Carol L. Bryson - Parishioner

CatholicMatch.com/
dateDE

.MARTIN
GRLANDO 653-2900 Kﬂ\ B ENADE
American MBA - Realtor - Parishioner & # /
Red Cross i

0:302-734-4414 [RE 1@
) . | 3022226352
Make a Difference in Your Community | martinorlando@comcast.net

vo L U N T E E R Offices in Dover & Rehoboth Beach, DE

Ma”Ol’ys Army ‘ Weekly Bulletin Sponsors:
with the American Red Cross
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FUNER. ‘|L ![0'\-{[ & ERF‘\IAT[O'\ §]'R\' [C[S

www.matthewsbryson.com

In addition to your weekly bulletin advertisement,

Ounda‘l'lon you also have FREE access to your very own FindingFABER™

. T her InTh account! The FindingFABER™ app allows you to post realtime
Join today at I'BdCI'OSS.DrQNOIUHtBBT FiUrll‘ltt:d a?r?sitB:Irl 'i‘n ¢ promotions/coupons, flash deals, information and listings at any
Dgn’tlu?t Teach Kindn!ss 9- time - 24/7, day or night! As a current sponsor, you should visit

I www.FindingFABER.com to get started! Your posts are available to
B E K I N D N E S S ¢ | the entire community, not only our parishioners! We encourage
www.MallorysArmy.com you to take advantage of this exciting, FREE resource! As with any

(973) 440-8657 new app, the more it is used the more exciting it becomes!
info@mallorysarmy.org seff
It’s easy to join our mailing list! H

Justsendyouremailaddressbytextmessage: be uskmf]ﬂ hdf ls R"‘?
STOP - MATCH You ! ho of © F P\e

- | ul
HOW YOU
S CAN HELP OUR 1
W Y COMMUNITY, A
| el OUR SPONSORS 'I_ .

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin.

Parishioners:

If you visit your app store, and download the FindingFABER™ app, you
Help us support them, thank them, and show them s [ty can see and more importantly use, the deals and info posted by our
E the Fnding~ /\ F E R app when E bulletin sponsors! Just show your phone when you find a sponsor while

you visit their establishments. using the app! The more the app is used, the better it will get!

Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrals, relationships, affordable, repetitious, versatile, lasting.

This describes the power of... c !‘ L C/Lb B [ [ f s A ( v F o o

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business - THAT’S A WIN WIN!
Codl 1.800.333.3166!

Our results set us apart <6 Encompass Health

Rehabilitation Hospital of Middletown

301 St. Polycarp, Smyrna, DE (B) John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 - www.jppc.net
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