
    St. Polycarp Church 
 55 Ransom Lane, Smyrna, Delaware 19977      

www.saintpolycarp.org 

 

  We were honored to have Bishop Koenig celebrate our      
                           10:30 am Mass last Sunday. 
 

Bap�sm:  Pre -Bap�smal class is required. Arrangements are 
to be made in advance by contac�ng the parish office. 

Marriage:  Arrangements must be made at least one year 
prior to the date.  Contact the parish office. 

Anoin�ng of the Sick: Contact the parish office. 

Voca�ons: For Priestly and Religious voca�ons contact Rev. 
Norman Carroll at (302) 573 – 3113       

                        

 RCIA (Rite of Chris�an Ini�a�on of Adults): RCIA is for 
adults who are in need of Bap�sm, who were bap�zed in an-
other Chris�an tradi�on who desire to become Catholic, or 
who were bap�zed Catholic and desire First Eucharist and /
or  Confirma�on.  Contact  Deacon Frank at (302) 653-8279 
or  DeaconFrank@saintpolycarp.org                 

    

Rev. James D. Hreha, Pastor 

Deacon Frank Weber  

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday 4:00 pm &  

Sunday 10:30 am        

 

WEEKDAY MASS 

Tuesday & Wednesday   8:30 am  
 

 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 2:30–3:30pm or by appointment   
 

DHCI / PINNACLE   

Communion Services 
 

 

LIVE STREAM MASS: Saturdays at 4pm, 

Tuesdays & Wednesdays at 8:30 am. 
www.youtube.com/c/StPolycarpSmyrnaDE 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE:   
Monday—Friday, 9 am to 3 pm 

(302) 653-8279 
 

Parish Secretary, Kathy Watts 

office@saintpolycarp.org 
 

Financial Manager, Laura Pajerowski 

financialmanager@saintpolycarp.org 
 

Facilities Manager, George Hutchinson 

facilitiesmanager@saintpolycarp.org 
 

Communications Director, Judy Lamborn        

communications@saintpolycarp.org 
 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE:   
(302) 653-4101 

 

Coordinator of Religious Education, Erica Taylor          

dre@saintpolycarp.org 

 

Assistant to CRE, Judy Lamborn        

assistdre@saintpolycarp.org 

 

 

Pastoral Council – Kathy Curlett 

Finance Council – John Fcasni 

St. Vincent de Paul Society — (302) 264-6630 

 

    Fourth Sunday of Lent 

http://www.youtube.com/c/StPolycarpSmyrnaDE
mailto:office@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:communications@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:dre@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:assistdre@saintpolycarp.org


4th Sunday of Lent 
Laetare Sunday 

March 19, 2023 
 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE – QUESTIONS TO PONDER 

~ What does it mean to see others as God sees 

them? 

~ How has your spiritual vision changed over 

the years? 

~ What can you see more clearly now than 

before? 

 

    BLESSING OF THE ST. JOSEPH STATUE 

         THIS SUNDAY, MARCH 19
TH 

 

The blessing of the new statue of St. Joseph, that will 

replace the current statue of St. Joseph in the Church 

Sanctuary, will take place this weekend. Unfortunately, 

the outside dedication of the St. Joseph statue and 

shrine will not take place this weekend. The new statue 

of St. Joseph has not yet arrived.  A new date will be set. 
 

                         Following the blessing this weekend,   

                         please join us in the Mother Drexel Hall for  

                         food, fun, and casual conversation with  

                         your fellow parishioners at our March  

                        Agape, hosted by the Liturgy Committee. 
 

NOTE: March 19th is designated as the Solemnity of St. 

Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Since March 

19th falls on a Sunday this year, the Mass for the 4th 

Sunday of Lent takes precedence and priority over the 

Solemnity.  The Church has moved the Solemnity of St. 

Joseph to Monday, March 20th – which is also the First 

Day of Spring. 

 

WHY IS FR. JIM WEARING A ROSE COLOR VESTMENT?  

The 4th Sunday in Lent is called Laetare Sunday.  The 

Lenten Season is more than half over.  The Church 

rejoices since the celebration of the Easter Feast is 

drawing near. This rose color reminds Catholics of joy in 

the midst of penance and anticipation. 

 

LENTEN RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE 
mark your calendars now with these very important dates 

Saturdays – 2:30 pm to 3:30 pm at St. Polycarp Church  

Sundays – 7 am to 7:30 am at St. Dennis Church             

                   (Galena, MD)  

Deanery Lenten Penance Service – Thursday, March 30th, 

 7 pm at Holy Cross Church (Dover, DE) 

(several priests will be available to hear confessions)  

Reconciliation Monday – Monday, April 3rd,  

3 pm to 5 pm and 6 pm to 8 pm  

      at St. Polycarp Church and St. Dennis Church 

LET US PRAY 

        Intentions for the Week 
Saturday, March 18                         - St. Cyril of Jerusalem              

4 pm  Robert Alexander                    - Bill & Martha Alexander 
          Sylvia Vessels DuRoss                             - Jim DuRoss 
          Ben Walters                                           - Judy Lamborn  
Sunday, March 19                                - 4th Sunday of Lent 

10:30 am Ponnampalam Sabanayagam                                             
                                                            - Erlinda Sabanayagam 
                Colleen Viands                                    - Eileen Price 
                 Leoncio Duran Sr.                         – Marie Aboyme 
Monday, March 20                                               St. Joseph,  
                                      Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary                                          
NO MASS                                                                                        
Tuesday, March 21                                                                               

8:30 am Joseph Skomorucha              - John & Cookie Ruan 
               Leoncia Duran                                - Maria Aboyme 
Wednesday, March 22 

8:30 am Esther E. LaSana                                  - Neda Biggs 
              Robert T. Laigaie                        - Josephine Delleca 
Thursday, March 23                     St. Turbius of Mogrovejo                                            
NO MASS 
Friday, March 24  
NO MASS                                                                                  
Saturday, March 25              The Annunciation of the Lord 

4 pm Parishioners 
Sunday, March 26                                - 5th Sunday of Lent 

10:30 am Ben Walters                                       - Sue Orlando 
                Timothy Fox                          - Carol Smith & Family 
                John Rayburn                                  - Virginia Kujala 
 
 

Sunday, March 19th 
Bread and Wine are offered in memory of Sr. Maria 

Benedetta Boyle SSJ, at the request of the Watts Family. 
 

Week of March 19th 
Our Sanctuary Lamp in Church burns in memory of Sr. 

Maria Benedetta Boyle SSJ, at the request of Judy Lamborn. 
Our Sanctuary Lamp in St. Ann’s Chapel burns in prayer 

for peace in our world. 
 
 

Please Pray for Our Sick & Those in Need of Our Prayers 

To have someone’s name added to the Bulletin for prayers, 
please email submission@saintpolycarp.org or call the office 
and leave a message. Names will remain on the prayer list 
for two months (eight weeks) unless other arrangements 
have been requested. 
 

Grace Wagner, Ron Pleasanton, Beth Lightcap, Thea Berg, 
Patricia Capobianco, Barbara Hynson, Charlotte Konesky, 
Eileen Fox, Maryann Allison, Ashley Mullins, Tina Kelley, 
Cathy Connell, Allen Ruff, Kevin Skaggs, Bobby Bullins, Jen 
McCade, Joe Donofrio, April Doyle, Beth Kelly, Andrea Laws, 
Kaysie Borgman, Angie & Al Grasso, Lana Reed, Rick Dean, 
Catherine Corso, Jeff Johnson, Erica White, James Dean, 
Violet Farkas, Greg Kujala, Teresa Tier, Holly Powell, Rob 
Tuxward, Billy Killen, George Kayati, Andrew Cella, Jr., Lily 
Griffiths, Rob Miller, Ed Stachow, Patty Moon, Deirdre Moor, 
Linda Blow, Mariann Pierson, Ruth Staub, Jaci Stokes, and 
residents of Pinnacle and DHCI. 
 

                       We Pray for our Deceased 

                                  Rusty Greene 
May the souls of all the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen                 

mailto:submission@saintpolycarp.org


                        PRAYERS & DEVOTIONS 
Prayer Chain – To request prayers or to be part of our Prayer 

Chain, contact Laverne at laverne427@icloud.com or (302) 653 

– 8064. 

Rosary by Telephone: Tuesdays at 11 am. The dial in  

number is: 1-701-802-5254/PIN: 1747300#.   

Eucharistic Adoration –Tuesdays, Noon – 8 pm – Chapel 

Flame of Love Rosary: Thursdays at 6:30 pm - Chapel 

Divine Mercy: Fridays at 3 pm – Chapel.  
 

 

 

Stations of the Cross 

& Benediction 

St. Polycarp - 7 pm on Fridays in Lent (in Church)     

 

 

 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord – April 1/2 
Saturday, April 1st at 4 pm & 

Sunday, April 2nd at 10:30am – St. Polycarp 

Reconciliation Monday – Monday, April 3rd 
Confessions from 3pm – 5pm & 6pm – 8pm   

St. Polycarp & St. Dennis 

Chrism Mass -Tuesday, April 4th   
at Holy Cross Church, Dover DE – 7pm 

Holy Thursday  – Thursday, April 6th 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at St. Polycarp – 7pm 

Good Friday – Friday, April 7th 
Passion of the Lord at St. Dennis – 3pm 

Holy Saturday – Saturday, April 8th 
No Confessions either Parish 

Easter Vigil at St. Polycarp – 8pm 

Easter Sunday – Sunday, April 9th 
St. Polycarp at 8am and 10am 

St. Dennis  at 8am, 9:30am and 11am (Hispanic) 

                       EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINE 

 

Submissions for the April 9th Easter Bulletin are due by 

8:00 am, Monday, March 27th.   

Email all submissions to  

submission@saintpolycarp.org. 

 

LITURGY      

                         

 

                      "Godhead Here in Hiding" 
"Godhead here in hiding, Whom I do adore, Masked by 

these bare shadows, shape and nothing more, See, Lord, 

at thy service low lies here a heart, Lost, all lost in 

wonder at the God thou art."        -  St. Thomas Aquinas 

Come, humbly kneel before Him.   
Give Him an hour of adoration on Tuesday. 

We need adorers for the following timeslots:  
9:30 & 10:00 am 

12:00, 2:00 & 3:00 pm 

Call or email: Cheryl Thomas at salcrest7@gmail.com  or 

302 363-0404 

                             CHALICE MINISTRY 
The Vocation Chalice encourages individuals 

and/or families to pray regularly for vocations to 

priesthood and consecrated life. The hope is that 

through prayer, our parish may become a source 

of vocations to serve the diocese and the Church. 

Call or text Alice Gaston if you can take home the 

vocation chalice for a week of prayer, (302) 670 – 7924. 
     

March 26th, 10:30 am – Laura Pajerowski 

April 16th, 10:30 am – Pete Sanphy 
 

Please arrive 15 minutes before your mass time and pick up 
 (or drop off) materials in the sacristy 

                            

     SILENCE IN CHURCH 

A few weeks ago, there was an 

article in the Bulletin regarding 

Silence in Church. We are asking 

that all parishioners please keep 

your conversations and talking to 

outside of the main body of the 

Church. In so doing, you not only 

show respect for our Lord in the Tabernacle, but also to 

those parishioners who wish to pray before and after 

Mass. Secondly, the ushers have been instructed to keep 

the inside doors of the vestibule closed to keep the noise 

level down. (This also helps to reduce our heating/air 

conditioning bills.)  

                  Thank you for your cooperation!! 

mailto:laverne427@icloud.com
mailto:submission@saintpolycarp.org
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                 EASTER FLOWERS  

Even lovers of the winter season have to 

acknowledge the beauty of spring; the world 

around us awakens and life begins anew. 

Similarly, the resurrection of our Lord is our 

awakening to salvation. As spring unfolds with all of its 

promise and beauty, let us decorate our Church to reflect 

the promise and beauty of the risen Lord. Please help 

our altar reflect the glory of this season by placing your 

intentions and the names of your loved ones in the 

Easter flower envelope.  

                          EASTER NOVENA 

 The miracle of Easter joins all of us in the lifesaving joy 

of Christ, making it the perfect time to draw upon the 

most sacred of graces from our risen Lord.  To remember 

your loved ones, both living and deceased, with the 

sacred gift of the Mass offered in their honor, please 

complete the Easter Novena envelopes. 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD (CLOW) takes 

place on the first and third Sundays of the month during 

the 10:30 am Mass. All children ages PK – 4th grade are 

welcome to join us. Children will be called to come 

forward before the First Reading. They will return to you 

after the General Intercessions. All catechists and 

assistants have a cleared background check.  

                 For The Sake of God’s Children 

                        SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

As a faith-filled people, we value and honor every 

individual as created in the image and likeness of God. In 

the works and ministries of the Diocese of Wilmington 

we, therefore, provide a safe environment for children, 

young people and their families. Honesty, trust, and 

mutual respect frame an environment where healthy and 

responsible relationships prevail, boundaries are clear 

and Behavioral Standards are mutually embraced.  We 

are committed to providing for the safety and protection 

of God’s children through a selfless sharing of our gifts 

and talents. 

PARISH & FAMILY LIFE 

 

Brother Vincent Knights of Columbus  

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration 

Saturday, March 18th, 5 pm in Mother Drexel Hall 

(If you’re reading this on Sunday the 19th –  

you missed a delicious dinner!) 
Corned Beef & Cabbage or Ham & Cabbage 

Potatoes, Green Beans, Salad 

                        $15 per person or $25 per family 

                 (Children under 12 free) 

                    TAKE OUTS AVAILABLE 

SOFT PRETZEL SALE NEXT WEEKEND 
The Knights of Columbus will be selling 

pretzels after both Masses next weekend, 

March 25th and 26th. Pretzels are now $2 

each or 3 pretzels for $5. 

            EASTER EGG HUNT   

       PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 2ND 

Our Brother Vincent Knights of Columbus 

will be hosting an Easter Egg Hunt  

on Sunday, April 2nd, 

following the 10:30 am 

Mass. All children are 

invited to attend. There will be prizes! 

 

        Children are asked to bring their own baskets!  

 

 

Brother Vincent ladies were busy planning and delivering 

dinner for individuals in the Code Purple Program.  We 

provided enough dinners to feed 75 people for that 

day.  Code Purple is located in Dover. Their mission is to 

help those suffering from homelessness, abuse, financial 

struggles, drug addiction and those suffering as a result 

of a pandemic.  

The first corporal work of mercy is to “feed the 

hungry.”  This is only one of the many charitable works of 

mercy our ladies fulfill.  We would love to have more 

ladies join our group.  The more ladies … the more we 

can do to help make our world a better place. If you 

would like to join or would like more information, please 

contact MaryLois Barnas at 302-388-3332, 

BroVin7517@comcast.net or Linda Mood at 302-222-

0332 Mood222@comcast.net 

mailto:BroVin7517@comcast.net
mailto:Mood222@comcast.net


CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

 

                  ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

Are you looking for something to aid in your Lenten 

journey? Try a wonderful series of 

reflections that can be found on 

Formed. Click on ‘Lent’ at the top of 

the home page. Restore is a weekly 

reflection by Sr. Miriam James 

Heidland, SOLT, five or six minutes 

long. Connected in Christ Tuesday morning group is using 

that series to begin our morning. www.formed.org 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 

    SMYRNA-CLAYTON MINISTERIUM FOOD PANTRY 

The Smyrna-Clayton Ministerium Food Pantry is located 

downstairs at St. Peter's Episcopal Church, 22 N. Union 

Street, Smyrna. The Pantry is open from 9:30 am to 

10:30 am, Monday through Friday. Bins for your food 

donations are in the hallway outside of the Mother Drexel 

Hall. At this time, please no canned vegetables or beans. 

Please no expired food. 

 

Thank you for generous ongoing support 

for caring and helping the hungry in our community. 
 

HAPPENING ELSEWHERE 

Pilgrimage 2023  

The twelfth Pilgrimage will take place on Saturday, April 

1st. The day begins at St. Elizabeth parish with opening 

prayer and a concert featuring The Scally Brothers at 10 

am. The day concludes with the 4 pm Mass at St. 

Elizabeth. Cost for the day is $15 per person or $45 max 

per family (bring your own lunch).  For more information, 

visit www.cdowcym.org. Registration deadline is Sunday, 

March 26th. 
 

COLLECTIONS 

Collection Offertory Children’s Offertory Total Offertory 

March 12 $5002 $18 $5020 
 

Collection Easter Mass 

Remembrance 

Rice 

Bowl 

Catholic Relief 

Services 

March 12 $175 $70 $50 

eGiving reported monthly 

Please consider signing up for eGiving to ensure your 

contributions are received even when you are not here 

for Mass. Recurring, catch up, or one-time gifts (please 

indicate your intention) can be made.   

Visit faith. direct/DE831.   Text-to-Give: 

Text “Enroll” to (302) 202 – 2251   or you 

can use this QR code.    

Thank you for your generosity & 

continued stewardship. 

          50/50 MONTHLY DRAWING!       
      FEBRUARY WINNER – $33.50  

 Congratulations to Carol Donahue!                                         
               $1.00 per chance!  

                                     Proceeds benefit our PSR. 
Simply place $1 per chance in one of the 

envelopes found at the doors of the Church.  

Place the envelope in the collection basket 

or drop off at the office. Enter as many times 

as you like for the month! Each dollar gets 

you one chance for that month! Winner 

pulled monthly on the last Monday of the month!      

  Winner gets half: PSR gets half!   

              Thank you for supporting our PSR! 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
For the most up-to-date information 

Visit https://saintpolycarp.org/calendar/ 

Parish Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9 am – 3 pm 

Saturday, March 18 

12 pm Environment Committee (Church) 

2:30 Confession  

4 pm MASS   

5 pm K of C St. Patrick’s Day Dinner (Hall/Kitchen) 

Sunday, March 19 

9 am PSR- Grades P/K-4, LESSON POSTED ONLINE 

10:30 am MASS (Blessing of the St. Joseph Statue) 

10:30 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

Following Mass- Agape (Hall/Kitchen) 

Monday, March 20 

 6:30 pm Brother Vincent Columbiettes- Rosary 

(Hall/Kitchen) 

6:30 pm RCIA Sessions (Library) 

7 pm Brother Vincent Columbiettes Meeting (Hall/Kitchen) 

Tuesday, March 21                

8:30 am MASS 

9 am Adult Faith Formation- Connected in Christ (Library) 

10:30 DHCI Communion Service (at DHCI) 

11 am Columbiettes Rosary (Telephone) 

12 pm – 8 pm Eucharistic Adoration (Chapel) 

1 pm CFC General Meeting & Executive Committee (Room 4) 

6:30 pm Finance Council (Library) 

7 pm PSR Grades 5-8, LESSON POSTED ONLINE 

Wednesday, March 22                

8:30 am MASS 

6:30 pm Squires (Library) 

Thursday, March 23                                                      

10 am Seasons of Hope (Library) 

1:45 pm Music Rehearsal (Church) 

6 pm Girl Scouts Meeting (Hall) 

6:30 pm Flame of Love Rosary (Chapel) 

Friday, March 24                              

3 pm Divine Mercy (Chapel) 

4 pm Confirmation Interviews (Office)  

7 pm Stations of the Cross/Benediction (Church)                       

Saturday, March 25 

12 pm Environment Committee (Church) 

2:30 pm Confession 

4 pm MASS 

Following Mass - K of C Soft Pretzel Sale (Church Doors) 
 

www.saintpolycarp.org 

www.facebook.com/SaintPolycarpCatholicChurch 

 

http://www.formed.org/
https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwVjDEOwyAMAF8TRmSbOCYDQ5f-wyVQoqYhopFQf99UuuWk06WAk7AXnrwzSxB0JKNZAwE5IPAogOgtOceIrIJZEmoaRshbja-9nsnG-jYl-LgISxSXkyZiZaaHzDOAHzPopGYL5TyPwd0Gul_03m1care1PS81LeRmS0tFr_lH1_086vaN2o5_8QO2GjEM
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http://www.facebook.com/SaintPolycarpCatholicChurch


301 St. Polycarp, Smyrna, DE (B)                                                                 John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

Smyrna, DE 19977 

Telephone:  653-6277
Telephone: 653-0503                     Breakfast Buff et

7am-12noon
Sun 7am-1pm

99 S.Cory Lane Smyrna
302-653-9980

Parishioner

FARIES FUNERAL DIRECTORS, INC.FARIES FUNERAL DIRECTORS, INC.
Six Generations Since 1831

Family Owned Crematorium • Pre-Planning Counseling • State of the Art Facility

29 S. Main St. •  Smyrna www.fariesfuneralhomes.comwww.fariesfuneralhomes.com

W. A. Faries, Jr.W. A. Faries, Jr.

302-653-8816302-653-8816

Robert M. TimblinRobert M. Timblin

FINDING GUIDANCE DURING A DIFFICULT TIME IS COMFORTING.

www.matthewsbryson.comwww.matthewsbryson.com

THAT’S WHY PEOPLE TURN TO US.
Burial & Cremation Services • Pre-Arrangements
Cemetery Markers • Out-of-Town Arrangements

Matthew R. Bryson - Funeral Director
Carol L. Bryson - Parishioner

653-2900 653-2900 123 W. COMMERCE ST. 123 W. COMMERCE ST. 
SMYRNA, DESMYRNA, DE

J. MARTIN
ORLANDO

MBA - Realtor - Parishioner
O: 302-734-4414
C: 302-222-6352
martinorlando@comcast.net
Offi  ces in Dover & Rehoboth Beach, DE

Serving the community since 1876.
Planning in advance of need makes good sense.

Cathedral Cemetery
2400 Lancaster Avenue

302-656-3323

All Saints Cemetery
6001 Kirkwood Highway

302-737-2524

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK You may be asking yourself,

   “who or what is 

FindingFABE
RTM?”

      Weekly Bulletin Sponsors:
                      In addition to your weekly bulletin advertisement, 
you also have FREE access to your very own FindingFABERTM

account! The FindingFABERTM app allows you to post realtime 
promotions/coupons, fl ash deals, information and listings at any 
time - 24/7, day or night! As a current sponsor, you should visit 

www.FindingFABER.com to get started! Your posts are available to 
the entire community, not only our parishioners!  We encourage 

you to take advantage of this exciting, FREE resource! As with any 
new app, the more it is used the more exciting it becomes! 

                                 Parishioners: 
If you visit your app store, and download the FindingFABERTM app, you 

can see and more importantly use, the deals and info posted by our 
bulletin sponsors! Just show your phone when you fi nd a sponsor while 

using the app! The more the app is used, the better it will get!

Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrals, relationships, affordable, repetitious, versatile, lasting. 

This describes the power of...

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business - THAT’S A WIN WIN!
Call  1.800.333.3166!

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and show them 

the                 app when 
you visit their establishments.

     

HOW YOU HOW YOU 
CAN HELP OUR CAN HELP OUR 

COMMUNITY, COMMUNITY, 
OUR SPONSORSOUR SPONSORS

Mallory’s Army 
Foundation

            United Together In The 
             Fight Against Bullying...

              Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 

B E  K I N D N E S S !
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing list! 
Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY 
to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.
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