
    St. Polycarp Church 
 55 Ransom Lane, Smyrna, Delaware 19977      

www.saintpolycarp.org 

 

 The Blessing of  the new St. Joseph statue took place last 
Sunday, March 19th at the 10:30 am Mass. 

 

Bap�sm:  Pre -Bap�smal class is required. Arrangements are 
to be made in advance by contac�ng the parish office. 

Marriage:  Arrangements must be made at least one year 
prior to the date.  Contact the parish office. 

Anoin�ng of the Sick: Contact the parish office. 

Voca�ons: For Priestly and Religious voca�ons contact Rev. 
Norman Carroll at (302) 573 – 3113       

                        

 RCIA (Rite of Chris�an Ini�a�on of Adults): RCIA is for 
adults who are in need of Bap�sm, for those who desire to 
become Catholic, or for those who were bap�zed Catholic 
and desire First Eucharist  /  Confirma�on.  Contact  Deacon 
Frank at (302) 653-8279 or  DeaconFrank@saintpolycarp.org                 

Rev. James D. Hreha, Pastor 

Deacon Frank Weber  

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday 4:00 pm &  

Sunday 10:30 am        

 

WEEKDAY MASS 

Tuesday & Wednesday   8:30 am  
 

 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 2:30–3:30pm or by appointment   
 

DHCI / PINNACLE   

Communion Services 
 

 

LIVE STREAM MASS: Saturdays at 4pm, 

Tuesdays & Wednesdays at 8:30 am. 
www.youtube.com/c/StPolycarpSmyrnaDE 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE:   
Monday—Friday, 9 am to 3 pm 

(302) 653-8279 
 

Parish Secretary, Kathy Watts 

office@saintpolycarp.org 
 

Financial Manager, Laura Pajerowski 

financialmanager@saintpolycarp.org 
 

Facilities Manager, George Hutchinson 

facilitiesmanager@saintpolycarp.org 
 

Communications Director, Judy Lamborn        

communications@saintpolycarp.org 
 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE:   
(302) 653-4101 

 

Coordinator of Religious Education, Erica Taylor          

dre@saintpolycarp.org 

 

Assistant to CRE, Judy Lamborn        

assistdre@saintpolycarp.org 

 

 

Pastoral Council – Kathy Curlett 

Finance Council – John Fcasni 

St. Vincent de Paul Society — (302) 264-6630 

 

         Fifth Sunday of Lent 

http://www.youtube.com/c/StPolycarpSmyrnaDE
mailto:office@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:communications@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:dre@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:assistdre@saintpolycarp.org


5th Sunday of Lent 

March 26, 2023 
 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE – QUESTIONS TO PONDER 

~ What does St. Paul mean when he says that 

“you are in the spirit”? 

~ How do you feel about the fact that Jesus wept 

at his friend’s tomb? 

~ How has your faith in the resurrection been a 

source of hope in your life? 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 

In order to prepare for the joyful celebration of Jesus’ 

Resurrection on Easter Sunday, please consider 

experiencing the Sacrament of Reconciliation. It doesn’t 

matter how long you have been away from the 

sacrament, Jesus is waiting to forgive you and extend His 

peace to you.     
 

Forget what to do? All priests will walk you through this 

powerful sacrament of God’s love, mercy, and 

forgiveness.  Jesus Himself is waiting in the guise of the 

priest to forgive you.  Let Jesus offer you His peace, love, 

mercy, forgiveness, and grace.   

 

       DEANERY LENTEN PENANCE SERVICE  
                 AT THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS 

                                  Dover, Delaware    

                  Thursday, March 30th at 7 pm 

   (Several Priests will be available to hear confessions) 

 

 

St. Polycarp Church & St. Dennis Church 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The second annual Reconciliation Monday will take 

place on Monday, April 3rd. Parishes in the diocese will 

be holding confessions from 3 – 8pm. Here at St. 

Polycarp and at St. Dennis, confessions will be heard 

from 3-5 pm and from 6-8 pm. While Fr. Jim is at one 

parish, Fr. Gerres will be hearing confessions at the other 

and then they will switch Parishes. This allows Fr. Jim to 

be at both parishes for this important event. If it is more 

convenient for you to go to another Church closer to 

work, feel free to do so. Please invite those friends and 

family members who have been away from the 

Sacraments to take advantage of this opportunity. Visit 

https://www.cdow.org/ReconciliationMonday/ for more 

information. 

LET US PRAY 

        Intentions for the Week 
Saturday, March 25              The Annunciation of the Lord 

4 pm  Parishioners 
Sunday, March 26                                - 5th Sunday of Lent 

10:30 am Ben Walters                                       - Sue Orlando 
                Timothy Fox                          - Carol Smith & Family 
                John Rayburn                                  - Virginia Kujala 
Monday, March 27  
 NO MASS                                                                   
Tuesday, March 28                                                                               

8:30 am Mary Brady                            - John & Cookie Ruane 
Wednesday, March 29 

8:30 am  Carole D. Smith                  - Diane & Mike Dellinger 
               Benjamin Ramos                                       - Dee Lim 
               Hermogenes de Castro Jr.                         - Dee Lim 
Thursday, March 30                                           
NO MASS 
Friday, March 31  
NO MASS                                                                                  
Saturday, April 1                                             First Saturday 

4 pm Stephanie McDowell                  - Joe & Marie McDowell 
         Stephen T. Corso                                - Janet Anderson 
         George Reuter                          - Kathy & George Muller 
Sunday, April 2   Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord  

10:30 am BVM Sodality 
                William Saber                                       - Rita Brown 
                Roberto Pingol                                    - Betty Pingol 

 
Week of March 26th 
Our Sanctuary Lamp in Church burns in prayer for those 

struggling with alcoholism. 
Our Sanctuary Lamp in St. Ann’s Chapel burns in prayer 

for an increase in vocations. 

 
 
Please Pray for Our Sick & Those in Need of Our Prayers 

To have someone’s name added to the Bulletin for prayers, 
please email submission@saintpolycarp.org or call the office 
and leave a message. Names will remain on the prayer list 
for two months (eight weeks) unless other arrangements 
have been requested. 
 

Grace Wagner, Ron Pleasanton, Beth Lightcap, Thea Berg, 
Patricia Capobianco, Barbara Hynson, Charlotte Konesky, 
Eileen Fox, Maryann Allison, Ashley Mullins, Tina Kelley, 
Cathy Connell, Allen Ruff, Kevin Skaggs, Bobby Bullins, Jen 
McCade, Joe Donofrio, April Doyle, Beth Kelly, Andrea Laws, 
Kaysie Borgman, Angie & Al Grasso, Lana Reed, Rick Dean, 
Catherine Corso, Jeff Johnson, Erica White, James Dean, 
Violet Farkas, Greg Kujala, Teresa Tier, Holly Powell, Rob 
Tuxward, Billy Killen, George Kayati, Andrew Cella, Jr., Lily 
Griffiths, Rob Miller, Ed Stachow, Patty Moon, Deirdre Moor, 
Linda Blow, Mariann Pierson, Ruth Staub, Jaci Stokes, and 
residents of Pinnacle and DHCI. 
 

                       We Pray for our Deceased 

May the souls of all the faithful departed,  
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen                 

                

Reminder: Submissions for the April 9th Easter Bulletin 

are due by 8:00 am, Monday, March 27th.  Email all 

submissions to submission@saintpolycarp.org 

https://www.cdow.org/ReconciliationMonday/
mailto:submission@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:submission@saintpolycarp.org


                   PRAYERS & DEVOTIONS 
Prayer Chain – To request prayers or to be part of our Prayer 

Chain, contact Laverne at laverne427@icloud.com or (302) 653 

– 8064. 

Rosary by Telephone: Tuesdays at 11 am. The dial in  

number is: 1-701-802-5254/PIN: 1747300#.   

Eucharistic Adoration –Tuesdays, Noon – 8 pm – Chapel 

Flame of Love Rosary: Thursdays at 6:30 pm - Chapel 

Divine Mercy: Fridays at 3 pm – Chapel.  
 

 

 

Stations of the Cross 

& Benediction 

St. Polycarp - 7 pm on Fridays in Lent (in Church)     

 

    

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord – April 1/2 
Saturday, April 1st at 4 pm & 

Sunday, April 2nd at 10:30am – St. Polycarp 

Reconciliation Monday – Monday, April 3rd 
Confessions from 3pm – 5pm & 6pm – 8pm   

St. Polycarp & St. Dennis 

Chrism Mass -Tuesday, April 4th   
at Holy Cross Church, Dover DE – 7pm 

Holy Thursday  – Thursday, April 6th 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at St. Polycarp – 7pm 

Good Friday – Friday, April 7th 
Passion of the Lord at St. Dennis – 3pm 

Holy Saturday – Saturday, April 8th 
No Confessions either Parish 

Easter Vigil at St. Polycarp – 8pm 

Easter Sunday – Sunday, April 9th 
St. Polycarp at 8am and 10am 

St. Dennis  at 8am, 9:30am and 11am (Hispanic) 

Due to the priest shortage, Father Jim cannot be at the 

two Churches (St. Polycarp and St. Dennis) on the same 

day at the same time.  All parishioners are strongly 

encouraged and invited to attend the 3 pm Passion of 

the Lord Service at St. Dennis on Good Friday.   

Please note that there will be no Divine Mercy at St. 

Polycarp Church on Good Friday.  We hope you will 

attend the 3pm service at St. Dennis. 

LITURGY      

 

Come, humbly kneel before Him.   
Give Him an hour of adoration on Tuesday. 

We need adorers for the following timeslots:  
9:30 & 10:00 am 

12:00, 2:00, & 3:00 pm 

Call or email: Cheryl Thomas at salcrest7@gmail.com  or 

(302) 363 – 0404 

                             CHALICE MINISTRY 
The Vocation Chalice encourages individuals 

and/or families to pray regularly for vocations to 

priesthood and consecrated life. The hope is that 

through prayer, our parish may become a source 

of vocations to serve the diocese and the Church. 

Call or text Alice Gaston if you can take home the 

vocation chalice for a week of prayer, (302) 670 – 7924. 
     

March 26th, 10:30 am – Laura Pajerowski 

April 16th, 10:30 am – Pete Sanphy 
 

Please arrive 15 minutes before your mass time and pick up 
 (or drop off) materials in the sacristy 

 
 

                            

                 EASTER FLOWERS  

Even lovers of the winter season have to 

acknowledge the beauty of spring; the world 

around us awakens and life begins anew. 

Similarly, the resurrection of our Lord is our awakening 

to salvation. As spring unfolds with all of its promise and 

beauty, let us decorate our Church to reflect the promise 

and beauty of the risen Lord. Please help our altar reflect 

the glory of this season by placing your intentions and 

the names of your loved ones in the Easter flower 

envelope.  

                          EASTER NOVENA 

 The miracle of Easter joins all of us in the lifesaving joy 

of Christ, making it the perfect time to draw upon the 

most sacred of graces from our risen Lord.  To remember 

your loved ones, both living and deceased, with the 

sacred gift of the Mass offered in their honor, please 

complete the Easter Novena envelopes. 

mailto:laverne427@icloud.com
mailto:salcrest7@gmail.com


Next Sunday is Palm Sunday  

of the Passion of the Lord.  

It is the final Sunday of Lent, the 

beginning of Holy Week, and 

commemorates the triumphant 

arrival of Christ in Jerusalem, days before he was 

crucified. Masses for Palm Sunday will be 

celebrated at 4 pm on Saturday, April 1st and at 

10:30 am on Sunday April 2nd. 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

GIRL SCOUT TROOP 547

 

Our Girl Scout Troop 547 wants to thank you for your 

support during our cookie season. Thanks to your 

generosity our girls not only reached their goals, but were 

also able to donate 4 cases (48 boxes) of cookies to the 

Seamen’s Center of Wilmington. These cookies will be 

included in welcome packages for the seafarers when 

they come into port. 

               

PARISH & FAMILY LIFE 

 

SOFT PRETZEL SALE THIS WEEKEND 
The Knights of Columbus will be selling 

pretzels after both Masses this weekend, 

March 25th and 26th. Pretzels are now $2 

each or 3 pretzels for $5. 

            EASTER EGG HUNT   

       PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 2ND 

Our Brother Vincent Knights of Columbus 

will be hosting an Easter Egg Hunt  

on Sunday, April 2nd, 

following the 10:30 am 

Mass. All children are 

invited to attend. There will be prizes! 

         

   Children are asked to bring their own baskets!  

                          QUARTER AUCTION 
 

Are you ready to think ahead to those Christmas gifts?! 

Parish and Family Life (along with assistance from other 

Parish Ministries) is planning a Fall Quarter Auction. We 

are searching for helpers and items to auction that can 

assist in making this 1st time event possible and 

successful! If you have experience in hosting or possibly 

able to help in the process, please reach out to PFL Chair 

Deanna Lail at 302-535-2957 or dlail14@comcast.net 

 

            EVERYONE LOVES A PARADE 

 

Parish and Family Life 

has not been able to 

successfully represent our 

Parish in the Town during 

parades and events. We are 

looking for parishioners to 

represent our Parish or assist in decorating for the 

parades! If you are able to help in being crafty and 

maybe have ideas to help design a float or just want to 

walk with us and hold our banner, please reach out to 

Deanna Lail at 302-535-2957 or join our next PFL 

meeting on Thursday, April 20th!  

 

BROTHER VINCENT COLUMBIETTE  

PARISH BABY SHOWER 

 
On Sunday, March 5th, the Brother Vincent Columbiettes 

sponsored a Parish Baby Shower supporting the 

Wilmington Pregnancy Center and the families the 

center serves.  The first time event was a raving 

success!  Women enjoyed games, raffle prizes, and a 

delicious lunch. They shared friendship and fellowship 

while supporting a very good cause.   

We would like to thank everyone for all their love and 

support. The generosity we witnessed was overwhelming!  

                         Thank you to all! 

mailto:dlail14@comcast.net


PASTORAL COUNCIL 

 
Notes from the March 2023 Pastoral Council Meeting. 

 

• The Pastoral Council is currently searching for new 

candidates for our next council elections. Please contact 

Kathy Curlett at kathleencurlett19@gmail.com or (302) 

222 – 9326, if you would like to check us out and 

perhaps volunteer to join us. 
 

• The Parish & Family Life Committee would like to hold 

a Quarter Auction in the future. Please contact Deanna 

Lail at 302) 535 – 2957 or dlail14@comcast.net, if you 

might be interested in working on this endeavor.  
  

• Reminder: All Councils and Committees should 

complete and return to the Pastoral Council their 

Response for the Annual Forum Dream List 2022 by the 

end of April. 

 

HAPPENING ELSEWHERE 

Pilgrimage 2023  

The twelfth Pilgrimage will take place next Saturday, 

April 1st. The day begins at St. Elizabeth parish with 

opening prayer and a concert featuring The Scally 

Brothers at 10 am. The day concludes with the 4 pm 

Mass at St. Elizabeth. Cost for the day is $15 per person 

or $45 max per family (bring your own lunch).  For more 

information, visit www.cdowcym.org. Registration 

deadline is this Sunday, March 26th. 

 

ATTENTION YOUNG ADULTS! (18 to 35 years old) 

March 28 at 7:00 p.m.  

& every last Tuesday of the month 

Join the Little Sisters of the Poor (185 Salem Church 

Road, Newark, DE  19713) for Eucharistic Adoration with 

Praise & Worship Hymns and Silent time.  If you have 

questions or wish to verify future monthly dates, contact 

the Little Sisters of the Poor (185 Salem Church Road, 

Newark, DE  19713) at (302) 368 – 5886, 

vocnewark@littlesistersofthepoor.org, or 

www.littlesistersofthepoordelaware.org/news-events/. 

 

OLD BOHEMIA - FIRST SATURDAY MASS 

First Saturday Mass will be celebrated at St. Francis 

Xavier Shrine (Old Bohemia Mission) on Saturday, April 

1st, at 11 am with Rev. Ronald Anton, SJ from 

Georgetown University as the presider. Email 

OldBohemiaHS@gmail.com or call (302) 545 – 2126 for 

additional information. The First Saturday Masses will 

continue through the end of the year.   

COLLECTIONS 

Collection Offertory Children’s Offertory Total Offertory 

March 19 $4629 $14 $4643 
 

Collection Easter Mass 

Remembrance 

Easter 

Flowers 

Rice 

Bowl 

Catholic Relief 

Services 

March 19 $14 $660 $377 $36 

eGiving reported monthly 

Collection Repairs and Maintenance Poor Box 

March 19 $32 $434 
 

The Second Collection this weekend is for Parish 

Maintenance.  Thank you! 

Please consider signing up for eGiving to 

ensure your contributions are received 

even when you are not here for Mass. 

Recurring, catch up, or one-time gifts 

(please indicate your intention) can be 

made.  Visit faith. direct/DE831.   Text-to-Give: Text 

“Enroll” to (302) 202 – 2251   or you can use this QR code.    

Thank you for your generosity & continued stewardship. 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
For the most up-to-date information 

Visit https://saintpolycarp.org/calendar/ 

Parish Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9 am – 3 pm 

Saturday, March 25 

2:30 Confession  

4 pm MASS 

Following Mass - K of C Soft Pretzel Sale (Church Doors)  

Sunday, March 26 

9 am PSR Grades P/K-4, (Church, Rooms 1-6, 8) 

10:30 am MASS  

Following Mass - K of C Soft Pretzel Sale (Church Doors) 

5:30 pm Confirmation Class (Hall) 

Monday, March 27 

 6:30 pm RCIA Sessions (Library) 

Tuesday, March 28                

8:30 am MASS 

9 am Adult Faith Formation - Connected in Christ (Library) 

11 am Columbiettes Rosary (Telephone) 

12 pm – 8 pm Eucharistic Adoration (Chapel) 

6:30 pm Social Concerns (Library) 

7 pm PSR Grades 5-8, (Rooms 3, 4 ,6, 8, Hall) 

Wednesday, March 29                

8:30 am MASS 

Thursday, March 30                                                      

10 am Seasons of Hope (Library) 

6 pm Girl Scouts Meeting (Hall) 

6:30 pm Flame of Love Rosary (Chapel) 

7 pm Deanery Penance Service at Holy Cross 

Friday, March 31                              

3 pm Divine Mercy (Chapel) 

7 pm Stations of the Cross/Benediction (Church)                       

Saturday, April 1 

8 am RCIA Retreat (Hall) 

12 pm Environment Committee (Church) 

2:30 pm Confession 

4 pm MASS 

www.saintpolycarp.org 
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301 St. Polycarp, Smyrna, DE (B)                                                                 John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

Smyrna, DE 19977 

Telephone:  653-6277
Telephone: 653-0503                     Breakfast Buff et

7am-12noon
Sun 7am-1pm

99 S.Cory Lane Smyrna
302-653-9980

Parishioner

FARIES FUNERAL DIRECTORS, INC.FARIES FUNERAL DIRECTORS, INC.
Six Generations Since 1831

Family Owned Crematorium • Pre-Planning Counseling • State of the Art Facility

29 S. Main St. •  Smyrna www.fariesfuneralhomes.comwww.fariesfuneralhomes.com

W. A. Faries, Jr.W. A. Faries, Jr.

302-653-8816302-653-8816

Robert M. TimblinRobert M. Timblin

FINDING GUIDANCE DURING A DIFFICULT TIME IS COMFORTING.

www.matthewsbryson.comwww.matthewsbryson.com

THAT’S WHY PEOPLE TURN TO US.
Burial & Cremation Services • Pre-Arrangements
Cemetery Markers • Out-of-Town Arrangements

Matthew R. Bryson - Funeral Director
Carol L. Bryson - Parishioner

653-2900 653-2900 123 W. COMMERCE ST. 123 W. COMMERCE ST. 
SMYRNA, DESMYRNA, DE

J. MARTIN
ORLANDO

MBA - Realtor - Parishioner
O: 302-734-4414
C: 302-222-6352
martinorlando@comcast.net
Offi  ces in Dover & Rehoboth Beach, DE

Serving the community since 1876.
Planning in advance of need makes good sense.

Cathedral Cemetery
2400 Lancaster Avenue

302-656-3323

All Saints Cemetery
6001 Kirkwood Highway

302-737-2524

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK You may be asking yourself,

   “who or what is 

FindingFABE
RTM?”

      Weekly Bulletin Sponsors:
                      In addition to your weekly bulletin advertisement, 
you also have FREE access to your very own FindingFABERTM

account! The FindingFABERTM app allows you to post realtime 
promotions/coupons, fl ash deals, information and listings at any 
time - 24/7, day or night! As a current sponsor, you should visit 

www.FindingFABER.com to get started! Your posts are available to 
the entire community, not only our parishioners!  We encourage 

you to take advantage of this exciting, FREE resource! As with any 
new app, the more it is used the more exciting it becomes! 

                                 Parishioners: 
If you visit your app store, and download the FindingFABERTM app, you 

can see and more importantly use, the deals and info posted by our 
bulletin sponsors! Just show your phone when you fi nd a sponsor while 

using the app! The more the app is used, the better it will get!

Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrals, relationships, affordable, repetitious, versatile, lasting. 

This describes the power of...

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business - THAT’S A WIN WIN!
Call  1.800.333.3166!

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and show them 

the                 app when 
you visit their establishments.

     

HOW YOU HOW YOU 
CAN HELP OUR CAN HELP OUR 

COMMUNITY, COMMUNITY, 
OUR SPONSORSOUR SPONSORS

Mallory’s Army 
Foundation

            United Together In The 
             Fight Against Bullying...

              Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 

B E  K I N D N E S S !
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing list! 
Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY 
to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.
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