
    St. Polycarp Church 
 55 Ransom Lane, Smyrna, Delaware 19977      

www.saintpolycarp.org 

 

Bap�sm:  Pre -Bap�smal class is required. Arrangements are 
to be made in advance by contac�ng the parish office. 

 

Marriage:  Arrangements must be made at least one year 
prior to the date.  Contact the parish office. 

 

Anoin�ng of the Sick: Contact the parish office. 

Voca�ons: For Priestly and Religious voca�ons contact Rev. 
Norman Carroll at (302) 573 – 3113. 
 
 
 

                      RCIA (Rite of Chris�an Ini�a�on of Adults): RCIA is for 
adults who are in need of Bap�sm, who were bap�zed in an-
other Chris�an tradi�on who desire to become Catholic, or 
who were bap�zed Catholic and desire First Eucharist and /
or  Confirma�on.  Contact  Deacon Frank at (302) 653-8279 
or  DeaconFrank@saintpolycarp.org 

                           
                           

                                                          

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS & NEW PARISHIONERS!    

Rev. James D. Hreha, Pastor 

Deacon Frank Weber  

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday 4:00 pm &  

Sunday 10:30 am        

 

WEEKDAY MASS 

Tuesday & Wednesday   8:30 am  
 

 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 2:30- 3:30pm or by appointment   
 

DHCI / PINNACLE   

Communion Services 
 

 

LIVE STREAM MASS: Saturdays at 4pm, 

Tuesdays & Wednesdays at 8:30 am. 
www.youtube.com/c/StPolycarpSmyrnaDE 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE:   
Monday—Friday, 9 am to 3 pm 

(302) 653-8279 
 

Parish Secretary, Kathy Watts 

office@saintpolycarp.org 
 

Financial Manager, Laura Pajerowski 

financialmanager@saintpolycarp.org 
 

Facilities Manager, George Hutchinson 

facilitiesmanager@saintpolycarp.org 
 

Communications Director, Judy Lamborn        

communications@saintpolycarp.org 
 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFICE:   
(302) 653-4101 

 

Coordinator of Religious Education, Erica Taylor          

dre@saintpolycarp.org 

 

Assistant to CRE, Judy Lamborn        

assistdre@saintpolycarp.org 

 

 

Pastoral Council – Kathy Curlett 

Finance Council – John Fcasni 

St. Vincent de Paul Society — (302) 264-6630 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/c/StPolycarpSmyrnaDE
mailto:office@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:communications@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:dre@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:assistdre@saintpolycarp.org


November 27, 2022    
First Sunday of Advent 

 

 
 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE – QUESTIONS TO PONDER 

~ How can you be more open to God’s ways during Advent? 

~ What will you change in your way of living to take in God’s 

light during Advent? 

~ How can you be more awake to the ways of God in your 

life?           

                                                                             (Pastoral Liturgy) 

 
 

Today, Sunday, November 27th, marks the beginning of a 

new liturgical year in the Church.  The Advent Season 

always signals a new Church Year.  Wishes for a New 

Church Year always lead to New Church Year 

Resolutions, so  
 

WHAT ARE YOUR NEW CHURCH YEAR RESOLUTIONS? 

~ Pray more. Consider praying more for vocations to the 

priesthood, diaconate, and religious life. Praying more for 

the Holy Souls in Purgatory. 

~ Attend Eucharistic Adoration on Tuesdays. 

~ Make a serious effort to let the three-year National 

Eucharistic Revival change your life. 

~ Choosing to experience the sacraments of 

Reconciliation and the Eucharist more regularly.   

~ Coming to Mass a little bit earlier or staying a few 

minutes longer after Mass, to talk to Jesus in the 

tabernacle - He is always waiting for you and me to visit. 

~ Attend a Weekday Mass in addition to the Sunday 

Mass. 

~ Become more involved at St. Polycarp Church – join a 

ministry or a committee . . . (What gifts and resources do 

you have, that when shared, can improve, strengthen, and 

build up St. Polycarp Church?) 

~ Sign-up and watch FORMED  

~ Making the 2022 Advent Season the best Advent 

Season yet.  Let this year’s Advent Season be the one 

that truly changes and prepares you for celebrating the 

Christmas Season.   

 

                  LITURGY OF THE WORD -  

             CYCLES OF THE CHURCH YEAR 

The readings heard at Sunday Mass 

will now be from Year A.  There are 

three Sunday Cycles (Year A, Year B, 

and Year C).  Over the course of three 

years, you will hear from all of the 

Gospels. The Sunday cycle is divided 

into three years, labeled A, B, and C. 

2022 was Year C. Year A begins this 

weekend and continues through 

December 2, 2023. In Year A, we 

read mostly from the Gospel of Matthew. In Year B, we 

read the Gospel of Mark and chapter 6 of the Gospel of 

John. In Year C, we read the Gospel of Luke. The Gospel 

of John is read during the Easter season in all three 

years.  
 

The first reading is usually from the Old Testament and 

reflects important themes from the Gospel reading. The 

second reading is usually from one of the epistles, a 

letter written to an early church community.  

 

                        NATIVITY OF THE LORD  
                   CHRISTMAS MASS SCHDEULE 
 

 
 

St. Polycarp: 
Saturday, December 24 at 4 pm 
Saturday, December 24 at 9 pm 
Sunday, December 25 at 10 am 

 
St. Dennis: 

Saturday, December 24 at 4 pm 
Saturday, December 24 at 6 pm 

Sunday, December 25 at 10 am 



LET US PRAY 

          Intentions for the Week 
 

Saturday, November 26                                  Blessed Virgin Mary                                                      

4 pm Rosina Chiusolo                               - Marie & Joe McDowell 

          Angelina & Louis Arrighi                    - Roy & Janice Arrighi 

          Sylvia Vessels DuRoss                                      - Jim DuRoss 

Sunday, November 27                                   1st Sunday of Advent 

10:30 am William Donnelly (deceased)                 - Neda Biggs 

            Ronald Lasana (Living Intention) 

Monday, November 28                              

NO MASS                        

Tuesday, November 29                                                   

8:30 am Robert H. Smith                         - Mile & Diane Dellinger 

                Shawn Colpo                                    - The Sloven Family 

Wednesday, November 30                                            St. Andrew 

 8:30 am Charles Robinson, Jr.                  - The Robinson Family 

                 Margaret M. Bennington                        - Judy Lamborn 

Thursday, December 1                          

NO MASS    

Friday, December 2                                                        First Friday 

NO MASS  

Saturday, December 3             First Saturday / St. Francis Xavier 

4 pm Parishioners 

Sunday, December 4                                    2nd Sunday of Advent 

10:30 am BVM Sodality 

                  Jimmy Tupper                            - Barbara Kaczorowski 

                  Krista Ragan                              - Linda & Gerald Mood 

 

Our Sanctuary Lamp in Church burns in memory of Pam 

Bernard. 

Our Sanctuary Lamp in St. Ann’s Chapel burns for our children 

who will receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first 

time on December 3. 
 

Please Pray for Our Sick & Those in Need of Our Prayers 

To have someone’s name added to the Bulletin for prayers, 

please email submission@saintpolycarp.org or call the office 

and leave a message. Names will remain on the prayer list for 

two months (eight weeks) unless other arrangements have 

been requested. 

 

April Doyle, Adam Fisher, Beth Kelly, Elisabeth Coleman, 

Andrea Laws, Kaysie Borgman, Angie & Al Grasso, Lana Reed, 

Rick Dean, Catherine Corso, Kay Brooke, Jeff Johnson, Erica 

White, James Dean, Violet Farkas, Greg Kujala, Teresa Tier, 

Holly Powell, Crystal Ragan, Rob Tuxward, Billy Killen, George 

Kayati, Andrew Cella, Jr., Lily Griffiths, Rob Miller, Ed Stachow, 

Patty Moon, Ben Walters, Deirdre Moor, Linda Blow, Mariann 

Pierson, Ruth Staub, Jaci Stokes, and residents of Pinnacle and 

DHCI. 
                                                                   

We Pray for our Deceased 

Vera Altevogt, Linda Burritt, Adam Pelton,  
May the souls of all the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 
 

 

Prayer Chain – To request prayers or to be part of our 

Prayer Chain, contact Laverne at laverne427@icloud.com 

or (302) 653 – 8064. 

Rosary by Telephone: Tuesdays at 11 am. The dial in 

number is: 1-701-802-5254/PIN: 1747300#.  

Eucharistic Adoration –Tuesdays, Noon – 8 pm – Chapel 

Flame of Love Rosary: Thursdays at 6:30 pm - Chapel  

Divine Mercy: Fridays at 3 pm – Chapel  
 

LITURGY 

FIRST RECONCILIATION 

 

PLEASE PRAY . . . 

for our sixteen Parish 

children who will receive the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

for the first time, next 

Saturday, December 3rd. 
 

 

 

 

The Blessing of Sodalists will take place on Sunday, 

December 4th, at the 10:30 am Mass. 

 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE  

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

A Holy Day of Obligation – December 8 

Next Thursday, December 8th, is the Solemnity of the 

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  This 

day is a Holy Day of Obligation.  This day is also the 

Patronal Feast day of the United States of America.   

MASSES FOR THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

St. Polycarp: 

Wednesday, December 7 at 6:30 pm 

Thursday, December 8 at 8:30 am 
 

St. Dennis: 

Thursday, December 8 at 8:30 am & 6:30 pm 

 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE 
Thursday, December 15th 

The Deanery Penance Service will be held at Holy Cross 

Church in Dover.  Various priests will be available to hear 

confessions.  

 

CHALICE MINISTRY 

The vocation chalice is a visible sign to encourage such 

prayers for vocations and to encourage young people to 

answer His call to devote their lives to serving God 

through a Vocation to the Priesthood or Religious Life.  

We are all called to pray for vocations. Call or text Alice 

Gaston if you can take home the vocation chalice for a 

week of prayer, (302) 670 – 7924. 

        December 4, 10:30 am Mass – Brink 

       December 18, 10:30 am Mass – Bobeck 
Please arrive 15 minutes before your Mass time and pick up (or drop 

off) materials in the sacristy. 

“The harvest is abundant, but the laborers are few; ask the master of 

the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest” (Matthew 9:37-38). 

 

DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS  
Visit https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-

reading  or use this QR code 

 

 

mailto:submission@saintpolycarp.org
mailto:laverne427@icloud.com
https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading
https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading


                              PARISHIONER COFFEE 

                              Tuesday, November 29                                 

                              Parishioners are welcome to share a             

                              morning of snacks, conversation and a  

                              short video after the 8:30 am Mass this  

                              Tuesday, November 29th in the parish 

hall. This invitation is open to all parishioners, including  

daily communicants, the CIC (Connected in Christ) Group, 

and any other parishioners that would like to enjoy some 

coffee and good company. Feel free to bring snacks or 

anything you would like to share. For additional 

information, contact Cookie Ruane, (302) 540 – 6429.  

SOCIAL CONCERNS 

 Our Giving Tree Committee 

coordinates the Christmas gifts 

for needy children in our 

community. We work closely 

with our Parish School of 

Religion and the Smyrna School 

District to identify children in 

need.  The Giving Tree is set up inside the Main Entrance 

of the Church with the children’s requests. Please 

purchase a gift for the child on the tag you choose and 

return it to the Parish Hall no later than Sunday, 

December 4th.   Questions? Contact Fran Walls at (302) 

653 - 1450.         Thank You! 

THE REPECT LIFE MINISTRY: The Respect Life Ministry 

will be meeting December 6th at 6:00 p.m. in the library. 

So far we have some good ideas on what we want to do 

and on how to proceed. We would love to include your 

ideas. Please join us. 

 

THE SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY  

 at ST. POLYCARP 

2022 ANNUAL CHRISTMAS GIFT PROGRAM 

                         We are going to do the Christmas Gift    

                          Program again this year. We are asking  

                          Parishioners, if they are able, to please  

                         donate a turkey or ham. Gift cards are  

                         also greatly appreciated; however, the  

                         maximum dollar amount is $30.00. 

 

On Thursday evening December 8th from 6:30 to 7:30 

pm, kindly bring your frozen turkey, ham or gift card to 

St. Polycarp’s Church Parking Lot. 
 

If anyone knows of anybody who would like to have a 

turkey, ham and/or gift card please call Saint Vincent de 

Paul at 302-264-6630. 

Saint Vincent de Paul members will deliver the turkeys 

and gift cards to children and families on December 10th 

2022, between 9am and 12 noon. You must be home to 

receive these gifts. 

PARISH AND FAMILY LIFE 

COME ONE COME ALL! 

COLUMBIETTES  

COOKIE WALK 2022  
NEXT WEEKEND 

Please come on Saturday, 

December 3rd, after the 4 pm Mass or on Sunday, 

December 4th, after the 10:30 am Mass at the Agape. 

You will be able to purchase our delicious homemade 

cookies lovingly baked by our Columbiettes! Many 

varieties to tickle your taste buds!   Only One dollar per 

bag!  
 

BROTHER VINCENT CHUCK WAGON 

Tickets for the Saturday, January 

14th, Dinner and Show, sponsored by 

Brother Vincent Knights of Columbus 

and our Columbiettes, are now on 

sale. We are looking forward to 

seeing you at the “Brother Vincent 

Chuck Wagon” so y’all can enjoy some CHUCK and good 

old Country and Western classic music. Tickets: $40.00 

Contact: Dennis Skinner papaskinz@yahoo.com or 302-

981-8743 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 

~ Our November Formation topic was 

taken from an audio presentation on 

FORMED called “Advent: Rethinking the 

Season” by Dr. Tim Gray. This might be 

a great way to help you and your family prepare for the 

upcoming season of Advent. Check it out! 
 

~ Plans are underway for another Appreciation Dinner, 

open to all current parishioners who are active in any 

committee, council, or ministry at St. Polycarp Parish. 

The dinner will be held on February 18, 2023 after the 4 

pm Mass. Sign up information will be posted after 

Christmas. 
 

~ FORMED Update – Our kick-off was on June 9th and 

10th. We had 120 subscribers in the first month. Our 

subscriber numbers have increased to 163, a 17% 

increase in 60 days! 716 different videos have been 

viewed, over roughly 456 hours. The 3 most watched 

videos are: 

   - Presence: The Mystery of the Eucharist 

   - The Search 

   - Who Am I to Judge? 
 

Haven’t signed up for  FORMED?  Visit www.formed.org. 

Type in our Parish zip code (19977) and follow the steps 

to sign up. Take advantage of your free subscription 

to FORMED. Enjoy thousands of hours of quality Catholic 

content!!! 

mailto:papaskinz@yahoo.com
http://www.formed.org/


                                                            RESERVED PARKING SPOT 

                          IT COULD BE YOURS! 

WHAT: Help out the church with this annual fundraiser 

and Parish tradition of putting up a 

parking spot to the highest 

bidder!  You will have the reserved 

spot (with your name on it) for one 

year.  With the winter weather 

coming, you will want to have that 

close spot for you or a loved one 

(maybe as an early Christmas gift.)   

WHERE: Back parking lot by the 

brick wall around the HVAC unit, practically right under 

the portico! 

HOW: Please submit your bid amount by Thursday, 

December 1st, at 3 pm by emailing 

financialmanager@saintpolycarp.org with the Subject 

Line:  “Parking Spot Bid” or dropping it in the collection 

basket or black drop box under the portico labeled 

“Parking Spot Bid” with your name and phone number 

on it.  Besides individual bidders, Parish organizations or 

groups can consider putting in a collective bid for your 

group.  All bids MUST be in writing.     

COLLECTIONS 

The Second Collection next week is for the Retirement 

Fund for Religious.   

 

Aging religious need your help. Senior Catholic sisters, 

brothers, and religious order priests have offered their 

lives in service to others — educating the young, 

comforting the sick, and seeking justice for the 

oppressed. Today, many are frail, elderly, and in need of 

assistance. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious 

helps to furnish medications, nursing care, and other 

necessities. Please give generously to the second 

collection next week on December 3rd and 4th. For more 

information, visit cdow.org/ReligiousRetirementFund or 

RetiredReligious.org. 

 

Figures for this week’s collections were unavailable due 

to the early submission dates for the Bulletin. Figures will 

be reported at a later date.  
 

 Please consider signing up for eGiving 

to ensure your contributions are 

received even when you are not here 

for Mass.  Recurring, catch up, or one-

time gifts (please indicate your 

intention) can be made.  Visit faith. direct/DE831.  

 Text-to-Give: Text “Enroll” to (302) 202 – 2251   or you can 

use this QR code. 
 

Thank you for your generosity and continued stewardship. 

 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
For the most up-to-date information 

Visit https://saintpolycarp.org/calendar/ 

Parish Office Hours: Monday – Friday 9 am – 3 pm 

Saturday, November 26 

12 pm Environment Committee (Church) 

2:30 Confession  

4 pm MASS  

Sunday, November 27 

10:30 am MASS       

Monday, November 28 

6:30 pm RCIA Session (Library) 

Tuesday, November 29                                

8:30 am MASS 

9 am Parishioner Coffee  (Hall) 

11 am Columbiettes Rosary (Telephone) 

12 pm – 8 pm Eucharistic Adoration (Chapel) 

7 pm PSR Grades 5-8 (Rooms 3, 4, 6, 8, Hall) 

7 pm Sacramental Prep. Parent & Child Meeting, 

Rehearsal for First Reconciliation (Church & Library)  

Wednesday, November 30                   OFFICE CLOSED 

8:30 am MASS 

6:30 Squires (Library) 

Thursday, December 1 

9 am Catholic Charities Function (Hall/Kitchen) 

10 am Seasons of Hope (Library) 

6 pm Girl Scouts Meeting (Hall) 

6:30 pm Flame of Love Rosary (Chapel) 

7 pm K of C 3rd Degree Business Meeting (Library) 

Friday, December 2                                                 

3 pm Divine Mercy (Chapel) 

Saturday, December 3 

11 am First Reconciliation  

12 pm Reception for Reconciliation 

12 pm Environment Committee (Church) 

2:30 Confession  

4 pm MASS   

Following Mass- Columbiettes Cookies & Bake Sale 
 

PARISH OFFICE -  CLOSED  
The Parish Office will be closed on  

Wednesday, November 30th, 

Thursday, December 8th (Immaculate Conception), and  

Friday, December 23rd through Monday, December 26th. 
 

        BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS: HOLIDAYS 2022 

Due to early deadlines for submission to our publisher for 

the upcoming holidays, below are the deadlines for 

submitting anything to be published in our bulletin: 
 

BULLETIN DATE SUBMIT BY NOON 

December 11 December 1 

December 18 December 5 

December 25 December 9 

January 1 December 15 

January 8 December 28 

 

Visit the BULLETIN OVERFLOW page of our website for 

additional information and Diocesan scheduled events.  

https://saintpolycarp.org/this-weeks-bulletin/ 

 

 

mailto:financialmanager@saintpolycarp.org
https://saintpolycarp.org/this-weeks-bulletin/


301 St. Polycarp, Smyrna, DE (B)                                                                 John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

Smyrna, DE 19977 

Telephone:  653-6277
Telephone: 653-0503                     Breakfast Buff et

7am-12noon
Sun 7am-1pm

99 S.Cory Lane Smyrna
302-653-9980

Parishioner

FARIES FUNERAL DIRECTORS, INC.FARIES FUNERAL DIRECTORS, INC.
Six Generations Since 1831

Family Owned Crematorium • Pre-Planning Counseling • State of the Art Facility

29 S. Main St. •  Smyrna www.fariesfuneralhomes.comwww.fariesfuneralhomes.com

W. A. Faries, Jr.W. A. Faries, Jr.

302-653-8816302-653-8816

Robert M. TimblinRobert M. Timblin

FINDING GUIDANCE DURING A DIFFICULT TIME IS COMFORTING.

www.matthewsbryson.comwww.matthewsbryson.com

THAT’S WHY PEOPLE TURN TO US.
Burial & Cremation Services • Pre-Arrangements
Cemetery Markers • Out-of-Town Arrangements

Matthew R. Bryson - Funeral Director
Carol L. Bryson - Parishioner

653-2900 653-2900 123 W. COMMERCE ST. 123 W. COMMERCE ST. 
SMYRNA, DESMYRNA, DE

J. MARTIN
ORLANDO

MBA - Realtor - Parishioner
O: 302-734-4414
C: 302-222-6352
martinorlando@comcast.net
Offi  ces in Dover & Rehoboth Beach, DE

Serving the community since 1876.
Planning in advance of need makes good sense.

Cathedral Cemetery
2400 Lancaster Avenue

302-656-3323

All Saints Cemetery
6001 Kirkwood Highway

302-737-2524

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK You may be asking yourself,

   “who or what is 

FindingFABE
RTM?”

      Weekly Bulletin Sponsors:
                      In addition to your weekly bulletin advertisement, 
you also have FREE access to your very own FindingFABERTM

account! The FindingFABERTM app allows you to post realtime 
promotions/coupons, fl ash deals, information and listings at any 
time - 24/7, day or night! As a current sponsor, you should visit 

www.FindingFABER.com to get started! Your posts are available to 
the entire community, not only our parishioners!  We encourage 

you to take advantage of this exciting, FREE resource! As with any 
new app, the more it is used the more exciting it becomes! 

                                 Parishioners: 
If you visit your app store, and download the FindingFABERTM app, you 

can see and more importantly use, the deals and info posted by our 
bulletin sponsors! Just show your phone when you fi nd a sponsor while 

using the app! The more the app is used, the better it will get!

Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrals, relationships, affordable, repetitious, versatile, lasting. 

This describes the power of...

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business - THAT’S A WIN WIN!
Call  1.800.333.3166!

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and show them 

the                 app when 
you visit their establishments.

     

HOW YOU HOW YOU 
CAN HELP OUR CAN HELP OUR 

COMMUNITY, COMMUNITY, 
OUR SPONSORSOUR SPONSORS

Mallory’s Army 
Foundation

            United Together In The 
             Fight Against Bullying...

              Don’t Just Teach Kindness... 

B E  K I N D N E S S !
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org

   It’s easy to join our mailing list! 
Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY 
to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.
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